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Background
One of the initial phases of the Capital Avenue widening project was the acquisition of
permanent rights-of-way and temporary easements from the abutting landowners. Since
other agencies are participating in the project, periodic reports and certificates must be
made to them. One such document is a certificate that the City of Grand Island has now
obtained all the rights-of-way and easements necessary to move forward to the next
phase.

Discussion
The City had obtained, through voluntary means, the necessary rights-of-way on all but
four tracts of land. Condemnation proceedings concerning these four tracts were filed in
the Hall County Court, a hearing was held, and an appraiser’s award was entered and
recorded with the Register of Deeds. Even though the owners have appealed the award to
the District Court, the rights-of-way and easements are now vested in the City. The
statutes are written this way so that projects are not delayed by lengthy legal proceedings
regarding the amount to be paid for the land needed by the City. The City is now in a
position to certify to the other participating agencies that the rights-of-way and easements
have been acquired.

Alternatives
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.
The Council may:
1.
2.

Approve the resolution authorizing the Mayor to certify the acquisitions.
Continue the issue to a later date.

Recommendation
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the resolution authorizing the
Mayor to certify the acquisition of the Capital Avenue rights-of-way.

Sample Motion
Move to approve the resolution authorizing the Mayor to certify the acquisition of the
Capital Avenue rights-of-way and easements.

R E S O L U T I O N 2007-289

WHEREAS, the acquisition of permanent and temporary easements have been obtained
from abutting landowners by the City of Grand Island in the Capital Avenue Widening Project; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary that the city certify to other participating agencies in the Capital
Avenue Widening Project that the permanent and temporary easements have been acquired.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island has obtained the
necessary permanent and temporary easements from abutting landowners for the Capital Avenue Widening
Project; and the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to certify the acquisition of the rights-of-way and
easements on behalf of the City of Grand Island.
--Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 13, 2007.
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