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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Joni Kuzma, Community Development Administrator  
  
Meeting:  October 9, 2007 
 
Subject:  Public Hearing for a Nebraska Department of Economic  
   Development Planning Grant 
 
Item #’s:  E-4 & G-12 
 
Presenter(s): Joni Kuzma, Community Development Administrator 
 
 

Background  
 
The Nebraska Department of Economic Development is offering a second cycle of 
funding for CDBG Planning Grant applications between October 2 and 16, 2007. The 
City of Grand Island is eligible for those funds as an incorporated municipality having a 
population of less than 50,000. The City will apply under the Planning activity of “special 
studies for housing” for a Housing Market Study. As a single community applicant, the 
City may apply for a grant up to $25,000. This Study will replace the previous Housing 
Study which was completed in 2001 and expired in 2006.  
 
A Housing Study identifies current community-wide housing “needs and gaps” and 
prepares the community for future housing needs. The study is available to developers, 
contractors, realtors, planners, investors, non-profit organizations, businesses and 
economic development organizations. Data from a Housing Study is also used in grant 
applications to substantiate need in the community.  
 
A public hearing is required prior to submission of an application to the Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development to solicit public comment and input into the 
proposed project and grant application.  
 

Discussion 
 

The City will apply for and administer a $25,000 Planning Grant, which includes $1,750 
for General Administration. The required 25% of matching funds have been committed 
by the Community Redevelopment Authority and the Grand Island Area Economic 
Development Corporation. The project total will not exceed $45,000.  
 



Notice of the public hearing was given in the September 29, 2007 Grand Island 
Independent.  

 
Alternatives 

 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the Planning Grant application and authorize the Mayor to sign all 
related documents 

2. Disapprove or /Deny the Planning Grant application 
3. Modify the Planning Grant application  
4. Table the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that public comment be solicited regarding the 
proposed application and that Council give approval to the Planning Grant application 
and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the submission of the proposed application and authorize the Mayor to 
sign all related documents. 
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The grant will be completed in two phases. The first phase will focus just on 
those areas that are defined by Census which are comprised of 51% or more 
residents as who are low to moderate residents. Maps of those specific areas 
are provided in the following pages. The second phase will include an 
overview of the other areas of the community that are below the 51% 
threshold.  
 
CDBG funds can only be used to benefit low to income residents. The 
Community Redevelopment Authority and Grand Island Area Economic 
Development Corporation have made financial commitments of $8,250 each to 
defray costs for the non- low income portion of the grant.  
 

2007 Income Limits for Hall County 
(Set by HUD) 

 
          80% Median Income  50% Median Income   

  
 l person family         $30,500   $19,100 
 
2 person family           $34,900  $21,800 
 
3 person family $39,250  $24,550 
 
4 person family $43,600  $27,250 
 
5 person family $47,100  $29,450 
 
6 person family $50,600  $31,600 
 
7 person family $54,050  $33,800 
 
8 person family $57,550  $35,950 

 
                        56.9% Low to Moderate Income        



 
              60.1% Low to Moderate Income       56.2%  Low to Moderate Income 



        
   
                  56.5% Low to Moderate Income      67.1% Low to Moderate Income 



         
 60.6% Low to Moderate Income      69.4% Low to Moderate Income 



 
              63.6% Low to Moderate Income    Both areas are 62.5% Low to Moderate Income 



 

 
                             53.2% Low to Moderate Income    7195: 52.4%  &   7181: 61.8% Low to Moderate Income 
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