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Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background  
 
Copper Creek Estates Subdivision is a new residential development located at the 
southeast corner of Old Potash Hwy. and Engleman Road on the west side of the City. A 
plat of the area is attached for reference. The total build-out is planned for approximately 
560 lots. The developer (W.C. “Dub” Baker – Re-Max Realty Specialists) has recently 
completed installation of the water main to serve the first 97 lots in Phase One. That 
construction involved 1,188 linear feet of 20” main; 1,818 linear feet of 12” main; 995 
linear feet of 8” main, 3,939 linear feet of 6” main; service lines and related 
infrastructure. All construction was installed as per City standards, placed in service and 
incorporated into the City system. The developer’s total cost for all water main 
construction was $498,257.55.  
 

Discussion 
 

As part of the initial planning for the development, the Utilities Department evaluated the 
project’s overall design to ensure pipe sizing was adequate to meet Department volume 
requirements to meet fire flow needs, while maintaining adequate residual pressures. 
Based on the City’s master plan and verified with the water system computer model, 
pipes were sized to meet standards for velocity, pressure, and flow for the current 
development, and to meet City standards for water infrastructure as adjacent areas also 
develop in the future. 
 
The data results also indicated the necessity of continuing the 20” diameter main in Old 
Potash Hwy. – west toward Engleman Road. This pipe size was larger than the 12” 



diameter line needed to support Copper Creek’s water requirements, but necessary to 
accommodate future growth in the area. To meet the City’s request, the developer agreed 
to install the larger size pipe adjacent to the north side of his subdivision. It has been a 
long standing City policy that the Water Department pay the cost to over-size water 
mains when the installation of a major trunk pipeline benefits the overall water system. 
 
In order to establish a cost for the over-sizing, the City’s Water Department 
independently solicited quotations from three vendors. These unit prices were used to 
compare the material cost difference between 12” vs. 20” pipe, valves, and fittings based 
on the plans for the referenced project. 
 
The cost difference for 12” vs. 20” diameter pipe is tabulated below: 
 

Municipal Supply:  $36,341.37 
National Water Works $37,517.48 
Water Products  $39,390.82 

 
All prices include sales tax. Detailed cost breakdowns are attached. 
 
Municipal Supply, Inc. of Hastings, indicated the cost for the 20” diameter materials was 
$59,848.69 and 12” diameter materials were $25,884.79. A difference of $33,963.90, 
plus 7% sales tax, for a total of $36,341.37 in value to over-size the main to meet system 
demands. 
 
The Department has now received a request from the developer for reimbursement in this 
amount. 
 

Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the payment of $36,341.37 to 
W.C. “Dub” Baker – Re-Max Realty Specialists, for the over-sized cost of the water main 
materials installed in Old Potash Hwy. as part of Water Main Project 2006-W-8. The 
trunk line provides the required supply capacity and is necessary to maintain City 
standards of performance for future area development.  
 



Sample Motion 
 

Motion to approve the cost for over-sized materials used on Water Main Project 2006-W-
8 to W.C. “Dub” Baker – Re-Max Realty Specialists in the amount of $36,341.37. 



















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
August 24, 2007 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2007-203 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Copper Creek Estates Subdivision is a new residential development located at 
the southeast corner of Old Potash Highway and Engleman Road in the City of Grand Island, developed by 
W.C. “Dub” Baker of Re-Max Realty Specialists; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Utilities Department evaluated the project’s overall design to ensure pipe 
sizing was adequate to meet the Utilities Department volume requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, evaluation of the development’s design indicated a necessity of continuing 20” 
water main piping west toward Engleman Road which is larger than the 12” line needed to support the 
development’s water requirements, but necessary to accommodate future growth in the area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been a long standing city policy that the Water Department pay the cost 
to over-size water mains when the installation of a major trunk pipeline benefits the overall water system; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, quotations have been solicited by the City’s Water Department from multiple 
area material suppliers, ranging from $36,341.37 to 39,390.82 in order to establish a cost for the over 
sizing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that payment in the amount of $36,341.37 to W.C. 
“Dub” Baker – Re-Max Realty Specialists of Grand Island, Nebraska, for the oversized cost of the water 
main materials as part of Water Main Project 2006-W-8 is hereby approved. 
 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 28, 2007. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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