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Background  
 

For the last 5 years the city council has debated the possibility of increasing the 
restrictions on smoking in the city of Grand Island. During the retreat of January 20, 2007 
the subject was again discussed and it was decided to have city administration draft 
language to be presented at study session for council consideration. The city attorney has 
prepared such language and was planning to present it at the February 20th study session. 
 

Discussion 
 

In the mean time we have been contacted by State Senator Ray Aguliar to support a state 
wide smoking restriction bill (395) that he has proposed to the Unicameral. Attached is a 
copy of the proposed bill, a statement of intent and a fiscal note concerning implementing 
the bill. Additiona lly, a resolution of support that has been prepared by the senator’s 
office is attached for council consideration. The session for the one hundredth legislature 
runs from January 3, 2007 to May 31, 2007. There will probably be considerable debate 
and modification to the presented bill over the next few weeks. If a bill is passed it would 
most likely cover the entire state. This could preempt any legislation established at the 
local level.   
 
Therefore, if the city council wishes to support LB395, it would be appropriate to hold 
off on the February 20th study session. If a state wide ban passes it would most likely 
override a local restriction. If the bill incorporates an element of local control it would be 
appropriate to respond to this at a later time also. 
 



Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve Resolution #2007-39 in support of LB 395. 
2. Do not approve Resolution #2007-39 in support of LB 395. 
3. Modify the resolution to meet the needs of the city council. 
4. Table the issue for further study. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve Resolution #2007-39 in 
support of LB 395 and postpone discussions concerning local smoking restrictions 
providing outcome of the bill. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve Resolution #2007-39 in support of LB 395. 

























 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 8, 2007 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2007-39 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island has the duty to provide a healthy atmosphere to 
individuals and considers the public health and welfare of residents and visitors of vital importance to a 
thriving community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, smoking and second hand smoke are proven to be detrimental to the health of 
those who smoke and those who breath second-hand smoke as evidenced in higher incidents of heart and 
lung diseases in both adults and children who are exposed to such smoke; and 
 
 WHEREAS, government policy can encourage residents and visitors to engage in behavior 
that is respectful of their own health and others; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of health care for individuals and the community can be reduced by 
breathing air free from pollution from smoking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a statewide government policy regarding a smoking ban can provide a level 
playing field for businesses across the state. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that we support Legislative Bill 395, introduced by 
Senator Johnson in the 100th Legislature of Nebraska, and encourage the passage of Legislative Bill 395 
this year.  
 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 13, 2007. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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