
Item H1
Consideration of Request from Energy Grains Development Group 
LLC for a Conditional Use Permit for Construction of an Ethanol 
Production Facility Located at 1730 and 1898 Wildwood Drive
 

Tuesday, February 13, 2007
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Craig Lewis

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Craig A. Lewis, Building Department Director 
 
Meeting:  February 13, 2007 
 
Subject: Request of Energy Grains Development Group, LLC for 

Conditional Use Permit to Operate an Ethanol Plant at 
1730 Wildwood Drive, Grand Island, NE 

 
Item #’s:  H-1 
 
Presenter(s): Craig Lewis, Building Department Director 
 
 

Background  
 

This request is for approval of a conditional use permit to allow for the operation of an 
ethanol facility at 1730 Wildwood Drive. The property is by zoning regulations required 
to obtain the approval of the City Council in the form of a conditional use permit. The 
request was brought before the City Council on January 23, 2007 and again at the 
February 6, 2007 Study Session for further discussion and consideration. 
 

Discussion 
 

The conditional use process allows for a review by the governing authority to determine 
if the proposal is in the best interest of the City, meets the requirements previously 
established and allows conditions to be placed on the operation and use of the facility.  
 
The following conditions have been proposed by staff and identified at the City Council 
study session:  
        1). On site wells regulated by the Central Platte Natural Resources District shall also 
be registered with the City as to location, size, and proposed volume of water to be 
pumped. A copy of the permit issued shall also be filed with the City Of Grand Island.  
        2). Odor generated at the plant is proposed to be mitigated with thermal oxidizers, 
these devices shall be operated continually as the plant is in production. Any repair or 
maintenance of these devices shall occur only when production is halted for such repair 
and maintenance. As technology advances the Best Available Control Technology 
(BACT) shall be implemented to control any odors associated with the facility. 
Documentation of the BACT shall be submitted on a two year cycle to ascertain 
compliance with these conditions. 



         3). Air quality and emissions are regulated by the State of Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality.  Additionally, in regard to air quality, BACT shall be provided 
and justified to the City Of Grand Island on a two year rotational period. A copy of the 
permit issued by the State shall be filed with the City. 
        4). Waste discharges from the production are regulated by the State Department of 
Environmental Quality , additionally the City Of Grand Island Public works Department 
shall approve of the method and destination of the waste. A copy of any permits issued 
by the State for discharges shall be filed with the City. 
        5). Landscaping on the site is proposed in a tree line adjacent to the north boundary 
line. A  landscape plan identifying this proposed planting and additional plantings that 
comply with the provisions in the zoning regulations shall be presented to and approved 
by the City Of Grand Island prior to issuance of any construction permits.  
        6). Exterior lighting for the facility shall be predominately down lighting.  
        7). Construction of the proposed facility shall commence within two years of 
approval of the conditional use permit. If for any reason, production ceases for any 
continuous two year period the conditional use permit shall become null and void and 
require subsequent approvals from the City Of Grand Island.  
        8). A development agreement that identifies the expectations and responsibilities 
shall be negotiated and implemented between the Developer and the City Of Grand 
Island . 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the request. 
2. Disapprove or /Deny the request. 
3. Modify the request  to meet the wishes of the Council 
4. Table the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the request with the identified  
Conditions, if it finds that the application and use promote the health, safety, and general 
welfare of the community, protects property against blight and depreciation, and is 
generally harmonious with the surround ing neighborhood. 
 



Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve the request of for a conditional use permit to allow for the 
construction and operation of an “ethanol production facility” with the listed conditions 
stated in the staff memo and (any other conditions determined by the City Council). The 
City Council makes the following findings in approving this request: 
 1.) 
 2.) 
 3.) 
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