
Item E4
Public Hearing on Acquisition of Right-of-Way along the South 
Side of Capital Avenue (2490 Carleton Avenue, 2449 Carleton 
Avenue, and 2485 N Diers Avenue, John R. Menard)
 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Steven P. Riehle, Public Works Director

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Steven P. Riehle, Public Works Director 
   Dale Shotkoski, City Attorney 
 
Meeting:  November 14, 2006 
 
Subject: Public Hearing on Acquisition of Right-of-Way along the 

South Side of Capital Avenue (2490 Carleton Avenue, 
2449 Carleton Avenue, and 2485 N Diers Avenue, John 
R. Menard) 

 
Item #’s:  E-4 & G-8 
 
Presenter(s): Steven P. Riehle, Public Works Director 
 Dale Shotkoski, City Attorney 
 
 

Background  
 

Nebraska State Law requires a Public Hearing and Council approval for acquisition of 
property. Public Street Right-of-Way and Temporary Construction Easements are needed 
along Capital Avenue for the property at 2490 Carleton Avenue, 2449 Carleton Avenue, 
and 2485 N Diers Avenue for the widening of Capital Avenue from the Moores Creek 
Drainway to Webb Road.   
 

Discussion 
 

Council action is necessary for the City of Grand Island to acquire public Right-of-Way 
and easements. Temporary construction easements do not usually go before council for 
approval to acquire. However, if use of eminent domain is necessary to continue with the 
project, council approval to acquire Temporary Construction Easements is needed.  
 
Although our property acquisition firm, Midwest Right-of-Way Services, Inc, has 
negotiated successfully with many of the properties along Capital, there remain a few that 
we have not negotiated an agreement with. Midwest continues to work with the 
remaining property owners, but eminent domain may be needed to acquire the remaining 
parcels. Therefore, it is essential that the Council allow for the use of eminent domain in 
the event that we can not acquire all property needed to accomplish the project. 
 



 
Alternatives 

 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve the acquisition of the Public Street Right-of-Way and the 
temporary construction easement, by eminent domain if necessary. 

2. Refer the issue to a Committee. 
3. Postpone the issue to future date. 
4. Take no action on the issue. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council conduct a Public Hearing and approve 
acquisition of the Public Street Right-of-Way and the temporary construction easement, 
by eminent domain if necessary. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve the acquisition of the Public Street Right-of-Way and the temporary 
construction easement, by eminent domain if necessary.  
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