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Background  
 

According to the United States Department of Agriculture, starlings have been associated 
with numerous disease organisms transmissible to humans and livestock. Health concerns 
include Salmonella, E. coli, perpetuate a fungus soil known as Histoplasmosis, as well as 
a West Nile carrier. 
 
Starlings also cause multiple filth, noise, and odor issues with a high density flock 
population numbering 60,000 last winter. Their droppings consist of uric acid that can 
corrode stone, metal and masonry. These birds produce an average of 8 offspring a year 
rapidly multiplying the population.  
 
Although not always a true migratory bird, some starlings will migrate up to several 
hundred miles, while others may remain in the same general area throughout the year. 
Grand Island residents notice the starling population every fall/winter because of their 
feed and roost in flock habits. 
 
The City of Grand Island has contracted with the USDA to thin the starling population in 
years past. DRC-1339 is the chemical used by the USDA. This chemical is species 
specific and very effective in treating large populations of starlings. 
 

Discussion 
 

The USDA is requesting a contract for the services of controling the starling population 
in Grand Island using toxicant DRC-1339 for the amount of $5,846. Since the City of 



Grand Island started the thining process in 2004, multiple communities throughout 
Nebraska have contracted with the USDA for similar services. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the conract with the USDA. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to to approve the cooperative service field agreement with the USDA wildlife 
services for wildlife damage control in the amount of $5,846.00. 





 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
October 6, 2006 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2006-299 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the starling population continues to create health concerns within the City of 
Grand Island; and 
 
 WHEREAS, according to the United States Department of Agriculture, starlings have been 
associated with numerous disease organisms transmissible to humans and livestock; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in the past, the City of Grand Island has contracted with the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Wildlife Damage Control, to thin the starling population in Grand Island by using 
the chemical DRC-1339, which is species specific; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of contract services by the United States Department of Agriculture, 
Wildlife Damage Control, is in the amount of $5,846.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Grand Island to enter into a contract with 
the United States Department of Agriculture, Wildlife Damage Control, to control the population of 
starlings. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the contract between the City of Grand Island and 
the United States Department of Agriculture for population control of starlings is here by approved at a cost 
of $5,846.00. 
 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 10, 2006. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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