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Background  

 
The Coalition for Children was formed in September 2004 by a group of four human 
service professionals who shared a concern about the large number of youth in the foster 
care and social service systems in Hall County. The intent was to build community 
partnerships to facilitate outreach to parents, guardians or caregivers of children in the 
pre-natal stage up to five years of age. Through this collaboration, the Coalition chose to 
begin creating a community climate where children are valued and deserve to be safe and 
healthy. This group grew to six members who have met for more than a year to create a 
plan that would improve the service prevention system to children and families.    
 
In September 2005, a Community Based Planning Assessment Process was made 
available to Grand Island as a result of collaboration between the Nebraska Department 
of Health and Human Services, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, the 
Nebraska Crime Commission and the Juvenile Justice Institute. This collaboration gave 
Grand Island service providers an opportunity to participate in a Service Array 
Assessment of Prevention and Early Intervention Services for children, youth and 
families. About 50 people, from 20-25 organizations, attended one to two full days of 
planning meetings.  From this planning process, a Hall County systems assessment, 
three-year work plan and logic model was created. 
 
As a result of this planning process and the existing affiliation between the Community 
Youth Council and the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, the Foundation has 
awarded a grant to the City to fund this Leadership Development & Child Abuse 
Prevention project.  
 
 
 



 
 Discussion  

 
The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation (NCFF) awarded a grant ($20,189.40) 
to the City of Grand Island to support the activities of the Coalition for Children to 
implement a community plan and coordinate Leadership Team and community abuse 
prevention training. The grant time frame is 7/01/06 - 06/30/07. NCFF will provide 
additional technical assistance at no cost to the Coalition. The City will serve as fiscal 
agent.  
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to accept the grant award from the Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents 

2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City administration recommends that Council accept a grant award from the Nebraska 
Children and Families Foundation and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents 
  
 

Sample Motion 
 

Motion to accept a grant award from the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation and 
authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents 
 
 















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
September 8, 2006 ¤  City Attorney  

 
 R E S O L U T I O N    2006-249 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in September, 2005, a Community Based Planning Assessment Process was 
made available to the City of Grand Island as a result of collaboration between the Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, the Nebraska Crime 
Commission and the Juvenile Justice Institute; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island participated in a Service Array Assessment of 
Prevention and Early Intervention Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation has awarded a grant to the 
City of Grand Island to fund a part-time coordinator for 20 hours per week ($20,189.40) grant to 
implement the community plan and coordinate Leadership Team and community abuse prevention training; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Letter of Agreement between the Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation and the City of Grand Island for the Leadership Development & Child Abuse Prevention 
project is required to set out the responsibilities of each party with respect to the use of funding for the 
implementation of such program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney’s office has reviewed and approved such agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that: 
 
1. The Letter of Agreement between the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation and the City of 

Grand Island for the use of grant funds in the maximum amount of $20,189.40 to finance programs 
of family preservation and support services as outlined in the agreement is hereby approved. 

 
2. The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of 

Grand Island. 
 

 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, September 12, 2006. 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
Attest: 
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_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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