
Item H1
Consideration of the Request from Bosselman, Inc. for Approval of 
a Ground Sign Exceeding 50' in Height Located at 7301 Bosselman 
Avenue
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Craig Lewis

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Craig A. Lewis, Building Department Director 
 
Meeting:  March 28, 2006 
 
Subject: Request of Bosselman Inc. for Approval of a Ground 

Sign Exceeding 50’ in Height at 7301 Bosselman Avenue 
 
Item #’s:  H-1 
 
Presenter(s): Craig Lewis, Building Department Director 
 
 

Background  
 

This request is for Council approval to allow for the placement of a ground sign at 7301 
Bosselman Ave. which exceeds the height restrictions specified in the City code. The 
City code, section 31-25, requires that ground signs exceeding 50 feet in height shall not 
receive a permit until such issuance has been authorized by the Mayor and the City 
Council.   
 
The Building Department notified Bosselman Inc. in writing on June 27, 2005 of the 
requirements for this sign and sent a violation notice on February 10, 2006 requesting 
compliance. A letter from Bosselman Inc. seeking approval was received on March 1, 
2006.   
 

Discussion 
 

The City code regulating ground signs requires that any sign proposed to exceed 50 feet 
in height must receive approval of the City Council and the applicant shall submit the 
following for review and consideration by the mayor and council: 
 
i. A drawing showing the height, width, elevations, and electrical details of such sign; 
ii. Clear and convincing evidence that if the sign does not exceed fifty feet in height the 
owner will suffer undue hardship and that such hardship is not shared generally by other 
properties in the area; 
iii. Clear and convincing evidence that the proposed sign will not be of substantial 
detriment to adjacent properties and the character of the surrounding area will not be 
changed by the erection of the proposed sign. 
 



The City Code also requires;  
c. Ground signs exceeding 50 feet in height shall be erected only on tracts of real estate 
adjacent to state and federal highways and occupied by the business advertised by the 
sign. 
d. No permit shall be issued for any sign exceeding 100 feet in height, measured from the 
ground level at the base of the sign to the top. 
e. In lieu of the permit fee set forth in 30-4, subsection3 of this chapter, upon the granting 
of a permit for erection or moving of a sign exceeding fifty feet in height, the applicant 
shall pay a fee of $250.00 to the City. 
f. All other provisions of the Grand Island City Code pertaining to signs which are not 
inconsistent with this section shall apply to ground signs exceeding fifty feet in height. 
 
The application submitted is for a ground sign 14’x18’ at a height of 60’ above the 
adjacent grade. The location of the sign is not currently on the site of a principal building 
and Bosselman Inc. has submitted a request to amend the subdivision plat to include this 
sign location and bring the location into compliance with additional code restrictions.  
The location is adjacent to a federal highway system and in the letter submitted with the 
request reference is made to the justification of the height because of the vegetation along 
the river to the north of the property.  

 
Alternatives 

 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the request. 
2. Disapprove or /Deny the request. 
3. Modify the request  to meet the wishes of the Council 
4. Table the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the request and authorize the 
issuance of a permit for the proposed sign.   
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve the request for the proposed 60’ tall sign and authorize the Building 
Department to issue a permit for such sign.   
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