
Item G1
Approving Minutes of October 25, 2005 City Council Regular 
Meeting
The Minutes of October 25, 2005 City Council Regular Meeting are submitted for approval. 
See attached MINUTES.

Tuesday, November 08, 2005
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: RaNae Edwards

City of Grand Island City Council



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
 

CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 
 

MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
October 25, 2005 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Grand Island, Nebraska was conducted in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 100 East First 
Street, on October 25, 2005. Notice of the meeting was given in the Grand Island Independent 
on October 19, 2005. 
 
Mayor Jay Vavricek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The following members were 
present: Counc ilmember’s Meyer, Whitesides, Pielstick, Gilbert, Nickerson, Cornelius, Pauly,  
Walker, and Haase. Councilmember Hornady was absent. The following City Officials were 
present: City Administrator Gary Greer, City Clerk RaNae Edwards, and Public Works Director 
Steve Riehle. 
 
INVOCATION was given by Pastor Mike Benischek, First United Methodist Church, 4190 West 
Capital Avenue followed by the PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
MAYOR COMMUNICATION: Mayor Vavricek welcomed Boy Scout Troop 119 and their 
Scout Masters and the Community Youth Council members. Mayor Vavricek mentioned 
Councilmember’s Cornelius, Walker, and Whitesides birthdays which were in October. 
 
PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
Presentation by Marlan Ferguson, Economic Development President Relative to Semi-Annual 
Report by the Citizens’ Review Committee on the Economic Development Program Plan.  
Marlan Ferguson, President of the Economic Development Corporation gave a PowerPoint 
presentation of the semi-annual report concerning the work being done by the Economic 
Development Corporation in Grand Island. 
 
ADJOURN TO BOARD OF EQUALIZATION: Motion by Pielstick, second by Cornelius, 
carried unanimously to adjourn to the Board of Equalization. 
 
#2005-BE-11 – Consideration of Determining Benefits for Water Main District No. 443 – 
American Independence Subdivision. Gary Mader, Utilities Director reported that the Utilities 
Department and Public Works Department designed and prepared specifications for a joint 
project to include installation of both water main and sanitary sewer under a single construction 
project. The total assessable cost of Water Main District No. 443 was $70,025.92 to be financed 
over five years. 
 
#2005-BE-12 – Consideration of Determining Benefits for Water Main District No. 447T; Grand 
West Subdivision. Gary Mader, Utilities Director reported that the Water Main District No. 447T 
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was done as a tap district, which is the Department’s standard method for water main extensions 
through undeveloped areas. The total assessable cost was $19,950.94. 
 
Motion by Pielstick, second by Cornelius to approve Resolutions #2005-BE-11 and #2005-BE-
12, carried unanimously. Motion adopted. 
 
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION: Motion by Cornelius, second by Pauly, carried 
unanimously to return to Regular Session. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
Public Hearing Concerning the Semi-Annual Report by the Citizens’ Review Committee on the 
Economic Development Program Plan. Doug Walker, City Attorney introduced Tim White, 
Chairman of the Citizens’ Review Committee. The Citizens’ Review Committee was required by 
State Statute and the Grand Island City Code to make a semi-annual report to the City Council. 
No public testimony was heard. 
 
Public Hearing on Request from Richard and Patricia Hartman, 5075 South Locust Street for 
Conditional Use Permit fo r Sand & Gravel Operation Located at 3812 South Blaine Street. Craig 
Lewis, Building Department Director reported that Richard and Patricia Hartman were 
requesting a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a sand and gravel operation located at 3812 
South Blaine Street. The request was to begin in the year 2006 after a qualified operator was 
identified and continue until the year 2026.  
 
The following people spoke in support: 
Bill Francis, Attorney for the Hartman’s. Mr. Francis submitted the following Exhibits: 
 Exhibit 1 Application for Conditional Use Permit by Richard & Patricia Hartman 
 Exhibit 2 Council memo from Craig Lewis, Building Department Director 
 Exhibit 3 Chapter 36 of the Grand Island City Code relative to zoning 
 (See attached Exhibits 1, 2, & 3) 
Gene Dominic, 221 East 1st Street 
Tom Atkins, 4323 South North Road 
Dick Hartman, 5075 South Locust Street 
 
The following people spoke in opposition: 
Dr. Casey Iverson, 3604 S. Blaine Street 
Dr. Richard Fruehling, 3604 S. Blaine Street 
Scott Leisinger, 2119 Bass Road 
Dan Lind, 2111 Bass Road 
Kathy Miller, 5015 Scheel Road 
 
No further public testimony was heard. 
 
Public Hearing on Acquisition of a Public Utilities Easement Located at 741 North Webb Road. 
(Veronica I. Hutton Estate) Steve Riehle, Public Works Director reported that acquisition of a 
public utility easement located at 741 North Webb Road was required in order to have access to 
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install, upgrade, maintain, and repair public utilities, including sanitary sewers, storm sewers, 
water mains, electric utility poles, overhead and underground power lines, manholes, pipelines, 
surface markers, and other appurtenances. The easement would be used to extend public sanitary 
sewer to the property. No public testimony was heard. 
 
Public Hearing on Acquisition of a Public Utilities Easement Located at 821 North Webb Road. 
(Allen & Sheila Garton) Steve Riehle, Public Works Director reported that acquisition of a 
public utility easement located at 821 North Webb Road was required in order to have access to 
install, upgrade, maintain, and repair public utilities, including sanitary sewers, storm sewers, 
water mains, electric utility poles, overhead and underground power lines, manholes, pipelines, 
surface markers, and other appurtenances. The easement would be used to extend public sanitary 
sewer to the property. No public testimony was heard. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
Chad Nabity, Regional Planning Director stated Ordinances #9012 and #9013 provided for the 
annexation of two pieces of property. This was the second of three readings. 
 
 #9012 – Consideration of Annexation of Property Located South Case New Holland and 

West of US Highway 281 (First Reading) 
 
Motion by Pielstick, second by Haase to approve Ordinance #9012 on second reading only. 
Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
 #9013 – Consideration of Annexation of Property Located South of Sandra Road and 

East of South Locust Street (First Reading) 
 
Motion by Pielstick, second by Haase to approve Ordinance #9013 on second reading only. 
Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
Councilmember Pielstick moved “that the statutory rules requiring ordinances to be read by title 
on three different days be suspended and that ordinance numbered: 
 
 #9014 – Consideration of Assessments for Water Main District No. 443 – American 

Independence Subdivision 
 
be considered for passage on the same day upon reading by number only and that the City Clerk 
be permitted to call out the number of this ordinance on first reading and then upon final passage 
and call for a roll call vote on each reading and then upon final passage.” Councilmember Haase 
seconded the motion. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
Gary Mader, Utilities Director stated Ordinance #9014 related to the action taken earlier during 
the Board of Equalization. 
 
Motion by Meyer, second by Walker to approve Ordinances #9014. 
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City Clerk:  Ordinance #9014 on first reading. All those in favor of the passage of this ordinance 
on first reading, answer roll call vote. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
City Clerk:  Ordinance #9014 on final passage. All those in favor of the passage of this ordinance 
on final passage, answer roll call vote. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
Mayor Vavricek:  By reason of the roll call votes on first reading and then upon final passage, 
Ordinance #9014 is declared to be lawfully adopted upon publication as required by law. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Nickerson, second by Gilbert to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Motion adopted. 
 
Approving Minutes of October 11, 2005 City Council Regular Meeting. 
 
Approving Minutes of October 18, 2005 City Council Study Session. 
 
Approving Re-Appointment of Jacinto Corona and Kris Nolan Brown and the Appointment of 
Darren Sanchez to the Human Rights Commission. 
 
#2005-299 – Approving Final Change Order No. 8 for the Senior Center Expansion with 
Starostka Group, Inc. of Grand Island, Nebraska for an Increase of $1,118.65 and a Modified 
Contract Amount of $617,698.40. 
 
#2005-300 – Approving Changes to Speed Limits on City Streets. 
 
#2005-301 – Approving Acquisition of a Public Utilities Easement Located at 741 North Webb 
Road. (Veronica I. Hutton Estate) 
 
#2005-302 – Approving Acquisition of a Public Utilities Easement Located at 821 North Webb 
Road. (Allen & Sheila Garton) 
 
#2005-303 – Approving Bid Award for Capital Heights Drainway Rip Rap & Grading Project 
2005-D-3 and for Capital Avenue Outfall Structure Project 2005-D-4 with The Diamond 
Engineering Company of Grand Island, Nebraska in an Amount of $141,551.58. 
 
#2005-304 – Approving Time Extension to the Contract with The Diamond Engineering 
Company of Grand Island, Nebraska for Construction of Sanitary Sewer District 515; Dale 
Roush Subdivision (Indian Acres). 
 
#2005-305 – Approving Certificate of Final Completion for Sanitary Sewer District No. 517; 
Deadwood Subdivision (Arch Avenue and Johnstown Road Area). 
 
#2005-306 – Approving Semi-Annual Report by the Citizens’ Review Committee on the 
Economic Development Program Plan. 
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#2005-307 – Approving State Bid Award for 3/4 Ton Pickup Truck with Lift Gate for the Fleet 
Services Division with Anderson Ford of Grand Island, Nebraska in an Amount of $24,769.00. 
 
#2005-308 – Approving Bid Award for Substation Site Security – Project 05-PCC-02 with CPS 
Company of South Lancaster, Massachusetts in an Amount of $57,500.00. 
 
#2005-309 – Approving Connection Fees for Water Main District No. 447T – Grand West 
Subdivision. 
 
#2005-310 – Approving Bid Award for Replacement Gas Turbine Generator Voltage Control 
System – Burdick Generating Station with E2 Power Systems, Inc. of Littleton, Colorado in and 
Amount of $57,850.00. 
 
#2005-311 – Approving State Bid Award for (2) 2006 Case 621 D Wheel Loaders – Wastewater 
Division with Mid-Land Equipment of Omaha, Nebraska in an Amount of $23,250.00 (after 
trade- in). 
 
#2005-312 – Approving State Bid Award for a 2005 Front End Loader for the Street and 
Transportation Division with Mid-Land Equipment of Omaha, Nebraska in an Amount of 
$71,816.00. 
 
#2005-314 – Approving Amendment to the Agreement with Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for Flood Damage Repair Work. 
 
REQUESTS AND REFERRALS: 
 
Consideration of Request from Richard and Patricia Hartman, 5075 South Locust Street for 
Conditional Use Permit for Sand & Gravel Operation Located at 3812 South Blaine Street. 
Motion by Walker, second by Whitesides to approve the request of Richard and Patricia Hartman 
for a sand and gravel operation located at 3812 South Blaine Street. City Administrator Gary 
Greer stated that finding of facts needed to be included in the motion. Walker withdrew his 
motion, Whitesides withdrew his second. 
 
Motion by Whitesides, second by Cornelius to approve the request for economic development 
reasons. 
 
Richard Hartman stated they would do whatever was required by City Council. He mentioned 
that he had visited with several people in the area and also had priced a 6’ chain- link fence in the 
amount of $15,600.00 to put on the east side of the property.  
 
Discussion was held with regards to this application and the previous one submitted by Mr. 
Hartman. Reviewed were other sand and gravel operations in the area along with setbacks. 
Quality of life issues were discussed such as noise, blowing sand/dirt, truck traffic, floodlights, 
and safety to the surrounding areas. An access road off of Schimmer Drive was discussed. 
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Mr. Hartman explained the difference between a sand and gravel operation and dredging. 
Dredging did not require a permit and that the sand/gravel could not be sold.  
 
Motion by Whitesides, second by Cornelius to amend the motion that an access road onto 
Schimmer Drive be 300’ west of the neighboring property and that a 6’ high chain- link fence be 
placed on the east side of the gravel pit along Blaine Street. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. 
Motion adopted. 
 
Motion by Gilbert, second by Pielstick to postpone this decision to the first meeting in January 
2006 to allow Mr. Hartman a chance to visit with the neighboring residents. Discussion was held 
with regards of Hartman meeting with surrounding neighbors. Mr. Hartman asked that the City 
Council to either “vote up or down” his request. Gilbert withdrew her motion and Pielstick 
withdrew her second. 
 
Motion by Whitesides, second by Pauly to amend the motion and allow Mr. Hartman a three year 
permit at which time it would come back to council for further review. Discussion followed with 
Mayor Vavricek stating this did not allow the operator time to recoup the costs associated with 
starting a gravel operation.  
 
Motion by Pielstick, second  by Meyer to call the previous question. Upon roll call vote, 
Councilmember’s Meyer, Whitesides, Pielstick, Cornelius, Pauly, Walker, and Haase voted aye. 
Councilmember’s Nickerson and Gilbert voted no. Motion adopted. 
 
Upon roll call of the amendment of a three year permit, Councilmember’s Whitesides, Pielstick, 
Gilbert, Nickerson, Cornelius, Pauly, Walker, and Haase voted aye. Councilmember Meyer 
voted no. Motion adopted. 
 
Upon roll call vote of the main motion with amendments Councilmember’s Whitesides, 
Cornelius, and Pauly voted aye. Councilmember’s Meyer, Pielstick, Gilbert, Nickerson, Walker, 
and Haase voted no. Motion failed. 
 
Motion by Pielstick, second by Gilbert to recess for 5 minutes was approved by the consensus of 
the council at 9:05 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 9:15 p.m. 
 
City Attorney Doug Walker recommended the Council needed to make a motion with findings. 
 
Motion by Nickerson, second by Haase to deny the request of Richard and Patricia Hartman for a 
Conditional Use Permit for sand and gravel operation located at 3812 South Blaine Street for the 
following reasons: 

 
• No urgent need for another pit at this time. 
• Alternate sites will be less disruptive to established to established neighborhoods and 

Hall County Park. 
• Property can be developed in another fashion 
• Does not promote health, safety, welfare of the community. 
• Does not protect against blight and depreciation. 
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• Is not generally harmonious with surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
Upon roll call vote, Councilmember’s Meyer, Pielstick, Gilbert, Nickerson, Pauly, Walker, and 
Haase vote aye. Councilmember’s Whitesides and Cornelius voted no. Motion adopted. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
#2005-313 – Approving Funding of Economic Development Request.  
 
Motion by Whitesides, second by Cornelius to approve Resolution #2005-313. Upon roll call 
vote, all voted aye. Motion adopted. Councilmember Gilbert thanked the EDC for all their hard 
work. 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS:   
 
Motion by Cornelius, second by Haase to approve the Claims for the period of October 12, 2005 
through October 25, 2005, for a total amount of $3,351,835.44. Motion adopted unanimously.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
RaNae Edwards 
City Clerk 
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