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Background  
 

The City of Grand Island currently has an agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad for 
an overhead wire crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks on the east side of 
Engleman Road railroad crossing. Due to planned road construction in the area which 
will widen the approaches to this intersection, an electric utility pole needs to be 
relocated back onto the Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way. When a power pole is 
located on a railroad right-of-way, the railway requires an agreement setting forth the 
conditions for permitting that pole to be located on railroad property. A supplement 
agreement has been prepared by the Union Pacific Railroad and submitted to the City of 
Grand Island for its consideration.  
 

Discussion 
 

The supplement agreement prepared by the Union Pacific Railroad sets forth the terms 
under which the city would be permitted to relocate its power pole for the wire line 
crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks near the east side of the Engleman Road 
Railroad crossing. The supplemental agreement sets forth that a one time license fee 
would be paid by the City to the railroad for the relocation of the electric utility pole on 
the railroad right-of-way. Reaching an agreement with the railroad is necessary so that 
this power line can be properly maintained as it crosses the Union Pacific Railroad right-
of-way and U.S. Highway 30 on the west side of Grand Island.  
 

 
 



Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve the supplement agreement with Union Pacific Railroad 
which will permit the relocation of the power pole. 

2. Choose to not pass the resolution authorizing the city to enter into the 
supplement agreement which would not permit the power pole relocation. 

3. Postpone the issue to future date. 
4. Take no action on the issue. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council pass the resolution authorizing the city 
to enter into the supplemental agreement for relocating the power pole onto the Union 
Pacific Railroad right-of-way. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve the resolution authorizing the supplemental agreement with Union 
Pacific Railroad. 
 











 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
March 17, 2005 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2005-89 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Union Pacific Railroad Company has tendered to the City of Grand Island, a 
Supplemental Agreement covering an overhead power line encroachment and crossing at or near Grand 
Island, Hall County, Nebraska; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Grand Island has the proposed Supplemental 
Agreement before it and has given it careful review and consideration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the best interests of said City will be subserved by the acceptance of said 
Supplemental Agreement; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the terms of the Supplemental Agreement covering 
an overhead power line encroachment and crossing at or near Grand Island, Nebraska, which has been 
submitted by Union Pacific Railroad Company as aforesaid be, and the same is hereby accepted on behalf 
of said City and the Mayor is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to execute said Supplemental 
Agreement on behalf of the City and that the City Clerk of said City is hereby authorized and directed to 
attest said Supplemental Agreement and to attach to each duplicate original of said Supplement Agreement 
a certified copy of this Resolution. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, March 22, 2005. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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