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Background  
 
At the June 1, 2004, meeting of the Grand Island City Council representatives of the 
Tobacco Free Hall County group made a presentation to the City Council requesting that 
the City Council pass an ordinance banning smoking in all enclosed public places within 
the City of Grand Island and further prohibits smoking in all enclosed facilities within 
places of employment and further prohibits smoking within twenty-five feet outside of an 
enclosed area where smoking is prohibited. After discussion at that study session, the 
Council appeared to be reaching a consensus that it was interested in placing this issue on 
the ballot for the voters of the city to decide at the next general election. The resolution 
and sample ballot language has been prepared to enable the City Council to place this 
issue on the ballot if it chooses to do so. 
 

Discussion 
 

Representatives of Tobacco Free Hall County as well as a number of other individuals 
spoke as proponents for a city ordinance that would ban smoking in public places within 
the City of Grand Island and within all places of employment and within twenty five feet 
outside of an enclosed area where smoking is prohibited. Tobacco Free Hall County also 
presented a model ordinance to the city which would adopt several code sections that 
would enact the smoking ban and would provide for penalizing violations of the ban. 
Comments by the Council at the study session indicated that there was interest in placing 
this matter on the ballot so tha t the people of the City of Grand Island could decide this 
issue. The ballot language that has been included in the resolution summarizes the 
language in the proposed ordinance. The City Attorney’s Office has revised the ordinance 
to be in a format that could be placed in the Grand Island City Code should the City 
Council decide to place this matter on the ballot and if the voters approve the smoking 



ban. The full ordinance, which is several pages in length, will be available at the City 
Clerk’s Office for any member of the public to obtain a copy and review it. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the resolution which would place a smoking ban proposal on the 
ballot at the next general election. 

2. Disapprove or /Deny the resolution. 
3. Modify the resolution to meet the wishes of the Council 
4. Table the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
Under an Inter- local Agreement, the Health Department is charged with implementing 
and administering all health related programs and policies. A letter from the Health 
Department (attached), indicates that they would like to take time to include all 
stakeholders in the community and take input on the issue before enacting smoking ban 
legislation.  
 
City Administration believes in including all citizens in the public policy process. 
Additionally, we believe in allowing those who we have charged to advise us be allowed 
to do so in specialized areas such as Public Health. Therefore, we strongly recommend 
that we allow the Health Department to engage in a public dialogue at this time in order 
to develop a community consensus and a plan of action concerning implementing 
smoking regulations for the community. 
 
However, if the City Council determines that it is appropriate to deal with the smoking 
issue at this time, it is recommended that Resolution #2004-151 be approved in order to 
allow for the citizens of Grand Island to consider the issue at the next general election. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Refer the issue to the Health Department, or, approve Resolution #2004-151 for placing 
this matter on the ballot at the next general election. 



 



 



  Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
June 17, 2004 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N   2004-151 
 
 WHEREAS, members of Tobacco Free Hall County have made a request to ban smoking 
in all businesses, bars, restaurants and public places in Grand Island, Nebraska; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Tobacco Free Hall County has proposed a model ordinance that may be 
adopted if a majority of the voters at the next general election approve this ballot measure described as the 
Grand Island Smoke Free Air Act of 2004, a copy of this proposed ordinance is available for public 
inspection at the office of the Grand Island City Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grand Island wish to place this 
issue before the voters of the City of Grand Island for their decision at the statewide general election on 
November 2, 2004; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is recommended that the ballot language set forth below be adopted for such 
measure to be submitted at the statewide general election scheduled for November 2, 2004. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA: 
 
(1) Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-2520, in lieu of a separate special election, the following ballot 
shall be submitted at the statewide general election on November 2, 2004: 
 
 

(OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT) 
OFFICIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION BALLOT 

 
CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 

 
Tuesday, November 2, 2004 

 
 
Smoking Ban Proposal: 
 
Shall the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, adopt an 
ordinance known as the Grand Island Smokefree Air Act of 2004 which would prohibit 
smoking in all enclosed public places within the City of Grand Island, and which would 
further prohibit smoking in all enclosed facilities within places of employment, and which 
would further prohibit smoking within twenty-five (25) feet outside of an enclosed area 
where smoking is prohibited? 
 
Vote for or against the foregoing proposal. 
 
 o FOR the proposal 
 o AGAINST the proposal 
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(2) The City Clerk is directed to immediately certify the above issue to the Election Commissioner in the 
manner and form provided in Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-2520. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska on June 22, 2004. 
 
 

_____________________________________
       RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 


