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Council Agenda M emo

From: Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director

Meeting: February 24, 2004

Subject:  Grand Island Children’s Groundwater Festival
ltem#s.  G-10

Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director

Backaround

The Children’s Groundwater Festival, which began in Grand Island in 1989, was one of
the first major events of the Groundwater Foundation. Since that beginning, the
Foundation has grown into a national organization which has been instrumental in the
development of festivalsin over 65 cities in 32 states across the nation. With its growing
national focus, the Foundation wishes to have the Grand Island community more
involved in developing and financing the local festival. That task has been taken up by
the Grand Iland Community Foundation, working with hundreds of area private and
public businesses and individuals. (See attached letters.)

Discussion

The Community Foundation has solicited the financial support of the Grand Iand Water
Department in the amount of $500.

In Grand Island, the City relies on an adequate, clean groundwater supply for its
municipal water. Over the past few decades, we have seen that groundwater quality
diminish greatly. Over that period, the City has abandoned over 20 wells in the city
because of various contaminates in the supply. This problem continues with the recent
discovery of VOC compounds in the south and southwest area. The most recent
contamination places the last remaining in-town wells in jeopardy.

The Groundwater Festival provides a unique opportunity to provide education and
understanding, for the next generation, of the complexities of and hazards to this very
important resource.



Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.
The Council may:

1 Approve the $500.00 contribution

2. Deny the contribution
3. Increase or decrease the contribution amount

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the contribution to Festival
'04 in the amount of $500 as requested.

Sample M otion

| move that the Grand Island Water Department be approved to make a $500 contribution
to the Children’s Groundwater Festival — Festival ' 04.



festival (4

Children's Groundwater Festival

Thank you for your p sl suppor of the Children's Groundwaler Festival. Because of the generous sup-
port from e Grand |::land community, thousands of sludents and teachers from across Nebraska have
learned abul the nee J lo prolect and conserve one of our most precious rsources—groundwater. Plan-
ning is und'arway for the 2004 Festival, which is scheduled for March 161 i, Grand Island. Inspired by
the positiv feedback from past participants and presenlers, we are determ 1ed fo make this year's event
lhe mos! clucational and empowering Festival ever.

Planning is underway for the 2004 Festival, which is scheduled for March 16th in Grand Island. This year
marks the 16th Annivorsary of the Festival, which has been held in Grand island every year since ls in-
ceplion. 11 also marks a fime of change in the local organization of this nationally-recognized evenl. The
Groundwater Foundalion is initiating a transition to the Grand Island community as the leader in orgarz-
ing the Festival. As a resull, your support is more important than ever if we are fo ensure the confinued
success of this worlhw ile event. By making a lax-deductible contribution, you will help empower Ne-
braska youngsters lo 1 ke a diflerence in the world,

It is evidenl from beha or impact studies conducted by The Groundwaler Foundation, that Festival pi ici-
pants increase Iheir ur: lerstanding of waler issues and leam how they could adopl more environment: 'y
responsible behaviors. “xpers in primary educalion altribule this success 1o the Festival's fun, hands. n
approach to leaming. Lu: beyond educating siudenis aboul waler, our goal is fo halp them feal the prid
and sense of purpose that that comes fiom being a caretaker of the earih's resources. Our hope is tha
the knowladge and confidence they gain will help make the right environmental choices, now and in i
fulure,

Your coliributions will conlinue lo make a difference long after the Feslival ends. Sludenls and teachers
will carry a message back o their families, schools and communities—each citizen can help protect Ne-
braska's waler resources. You will find enclosed a response card and envelope for your convenience, A
member of the Friends of the Festival will be calling lo assisl you in planning your contribution. If you
have any questions or necd addilional informalion, please contact Jackie Belizer at 379-6825 or Tim
White al 384-1600.

Thank yuu in advance for. our generous support!

ackie Bellzer Tim While
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February 2004

City of Grand [sland — Utilities
ATTN: Gary Mader

Post Office Box 1968

Grand Island, NE 68802

Dear Gary,

Grand [sland Community Foundation appreciates vour generous infent 1o support
the Children’s Groundwater Festival - Festival "84, Your gift will help
educate our youth about the importance of groundwater and the role it plays in the
daily lives of all Nebraskans!

You asked to be billed for this gift.

Pledge.
Children’s Groundwater Festival - festival “(bd

$£500.00

Again, thank you [or your caring, leadership and generosity.

[
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Lisa Katzberg
Executive Director
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RESOLUTION 2004-35

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Idand relies on adequate, clean groundwater supply for its
municipa water; and

WHEREAS, groundwater qudity in the past few decades has diminished greetly due to
various contaminants, and

WHEREAS, the Children's Groundwater Festiva is an annud event which provides
education and awareness of groundwater issues to area youth; and

WHEREAS, the Grand Idand Community Foundation is coordinating the devel opment and
financing of the locd Children's Groundwater Festival, and has solicited financia support of the Grand
Idand Water Department; and

WHEREAS, it is in the city's best interests to assst with this cause to protect the
groundwaeter for future generations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that acontribution of $500 be provided by the Grand
Idand Water Department to the Grand Idand Community Foundation for the Children's Groundwater
Festivd — Festival '04.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Idand, Nebraska, February 24, 2004.

RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Approved as to Form @
February 18, 2004 o City Attorney




