
Item F6
#8808 - Consideration of Amendment to Chapter 32 of the Grand 
Island City Code Relative to Sidewalk Permit Fees
At the October 8, 2002 Council meeting, the Council ordered the installation of sidewalks in 
several areas of Grand Island by Resolution 2002-323 (copy attached).  At the November 26, 
2002 Council meeting, the Council also approved sidewalks along Harrison Street by 
Resolution 2002-370.  The Council has demonstrated strong support for installation of 
sidewalks in the community, and has not waived construction for any properties at this time.  
The installation deadline is prior to the start of school in the fall of 2003.  
 
Citizens in the affected areas have requested that Council waive the permit fee for property 
owners who have been ordered to install sidewalks.  Sidewalk construction permits are 
required by Section 32-52 of the City Code and cost $15.00.  Permit fees fund the inspection 
of the concrete forms before the sidewalk is poured to insure that new walks comply with City 
standards as well as Americans with Disabilities Act regulations.  The fall 2002 Resolutions 
affected 167 property owners.  Of these properties, 26 owners have already paid for and 
received a sidewalk construction permit.
 
In order to waive the permit fee, an Ordinance must amend City Code Section 32-52 to allow 
for the fee to be waived, then a separate Resolution must be passed to grant a waiver to the 
affected property owners.  Staff recommends that the Resolution only cover the sidewalks that 
were ordered by Resolutions 2002-323 and 2002-370.  Public Works Engineering will still 
incur the inspection costs with lost permit revenue of $2,505.00.
 
If the Ordinance and Resolution are passed, fees should be refunded to the 26 properties that 
have already received a permit.  Only permits granted to the areas covered by the Resolutions 
should be refunded.  See attached ORDINANCE.
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ORDINANCE NO. 8808 
 
 
 An ordinance to amend Chapter 32 of the Grand Island City Code; to amend 

Section 32-52 pertaining to sidewalk permit fees; to repeal Section 32-52 as now existing, and 

any ordinance or parts of ordinances  in conflict herewith; and to provide for publication and the 

effective date of this ordinance. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA: 

 SECTION 1.  Section 32-52 of the Grand Island City Code is hereby amended to 

read as follows: 

§32-52.  Prerequisites Generally  
 Any person who intends or desires to alter, break, construct, reconstruct, or remove any curb, gutter, public 
sidewalk, or hardsurfaced driveway, or any combination of them within the area of any street right-of-way lying 
within the limits of the City, or within its zoning jurisdiction, shall notify the public works director of such intent or 
desire and obtain a permit therefor. No construction or reconstruction work in connection therewith shall be started 
until the public works director has provided the necessary stakes for alignment and grade line and has furnished 
specifications for such work. A permit fee in accordance with the City of Grand Island Fee Schedule shall be 
charged for each permit, and each permit shall expire six months from date of issuance. The City Council may, by 
resolution, waive the permit fee. 
 
 

 SECTION 2.  Section 32-52 as now existing, and any ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith be, and hereby are, repealed. 

 SECTION 3.  That this ordinance shall be in force and take effect from and after 

its passage and publication, within fifteen days in one issue of the Grand Island Independent as 

provided by law. 
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 Enacted:  April 22, 2003. 

 
   ____________________________________ 
   Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
 


