
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Council Session

Item G-6

#2014-185 - Approving Agreement with Nebraska Game & Parks 
for Youth Bow Hunting Program at the Platte River Wellfield

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger, Stacy Nonhof
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director
Todd McCoy, Parks and Recreation Director
Stacy Nonhof, Assistant City Attorney

Meeting: July 8, 2014

Subject: Youth Bow Hunting Program at the Platte River 
Wellfield

Item #’s: G-6

Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Background

The Utilities Department owns approximately 1200 acres on an island between two 
channels of the Platte River south of Grand Island for use as the Platte River Wellfield, 
which is the main supply of water to the City.  Access to the property is restricted due to 
the need of maintaining a secure water source for the City, however, previously use of 
portions of the property has been allowed in controlled conditions to organizations such 
as skeet/sporting clays shooting and radio controlled model airplane clubs.  The 
Department was recently approached by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to 
participate in their youth hunter education program by allowing eligible youth hunters 
and their mentors to utilize the Platte River Wellfield for archery hunting.  Eligible youth 
hunters are required to complete the Bow Hunter Education program and are assigned to 
qualified mentors who provide instruction regarding proper hunting methods and 
conservation education.  This instruction includes respect of landowner rights, scouting 
of animal movements, placement and removal of hunting stands, game processing, and 
emphasis of safe hunting practices.  Mentors are screened by the NGPC and law 
enforcement agencies, and typically devote several hundred hours each year to youth 
hunter education.  Although the program is open to all Nebraska residents, youth and 
mentors who are active in local hunter education programs will be given preference in the 
event of an excess of applicants.  Participating youth must be accompanied by their 
mentors at all times while on City property, and coordinated with Utilities Department 
operations staff.  

Discussion

The Utilities, Parks and Recreation, and Legal Departments have reviewed the proposed 
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Mentored Hunt Agreement with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.  The City is 
entering into this agreement under provisions of Nebraska Revised Statutes § 13-
910(13)(a) of the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act.  This Act in part limits liability 
for recreational activities on land leased, owned or controlled by a political subdivision 
when those participating in such recreational activities have not provided monies for their 
participation to the landowner.  This program provides a valuable recreation and 
education opportunity to youth, as well as wildlife conservation and an additional 
observation presence to the Platte River Wellfield.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve execution of the Mentored 
Hunt Agreement between the City of Grand Island and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission.

Sample Motion

Move to approve execution of the Mentored Hunt Agreement between the City of Grand 
Island and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
July 3, 2014 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2014-185

WHEREAS, the following parties are interested in the Mentored Youth Hunting 
Program; and

WHEREAS, the Mentored Youth Hunting Program provides a valuable recreation 
and education opportunity to youth, as well as wildlife conservation and an additional 
observation presence to the Platte River Wellfield; and

WHEREAS, the Utilities, Parks and Recreation, and City Attorney’s offices have 
reviewed the proposed Mentored Hunt Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mentored Hunt Agreement, by and 
between the City and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, is hereby approved; and the 
Mayor is hereby authorized to sign such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, July 8, 2014.

____________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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