
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Council Session

Item G-7

#2014-14 - Approving Design Services Contract for Kaufmann-
Cummings Park-Community Development Block Grant 
Downtown Revitalization Phase II Grant Funds

Staff Contact: Jaye Monter, Finance Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Jaye Monter, Finance Director 

Meeting: January 28, 2014

Subject: Approving Design Services Contract for Kaufmann-
Cummings Park-Community Development Block Grant 
Downtown Revitalization Phase II Grant Funds

Item #’s: G-7

Presenter(s): Jaye Monter, Finance Director 

Background 

On August 29, 2012, the City Of Grand Island received a $30,000 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Downtown Revitalization Phase I Grant.  On March 
12, 2013, representatives from the Architecture Firm Alley Poyner Macchietto of Omaha 
presented to Council the Downtown Revitalization Plan used to secure a $350,000 
Downtown Revitalization Phase II Grant awarded to the City in June of 2013.

The City Of Grand Island received a Notice of Approval/Release of Funds from the 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development for the $350,000.   With the Release of 
Funds, the City of Grand Island in cooperation with the Downtown Business 
Improvement Board is ready to begin the redesign of Kaufmann-Cummings Park. 

Discussion

An advertisement for Requests for Proposals was published in The Independent on 
November 6, 2013.  The proposals were opened on November 18, 2013. The City 
received six proposals.  

Clark Enersen, Lincoln, NE Dropseed Studio, Omaha NE
Olsson & Associates, Grand Island, NE Peace Studio Architects, Lincoln NE
RDG Planning & Design, Omaha, NE HGM Associates, Inc., Omaha, NE
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A committee consisting of city staff and downtown stakeholders was formed to select the 
planning and design firm.  Each committee member scored the proposals on the 
following criteria:

1) Previous Experience in Public Park Design
2) Approach to the Park Design

a. Lighting
b. Maintenance
c. Shade
d. Sculpture
e. Events

3) Proposed Project Timeline
4) Ability to Create a Space Considered a Destination for Downtown 
5) Proposed Cost

The firm with the highest point score was Kinghorn Horticultural Service, Inc. d.b.a. 
Dropseed Studio from Omaha, NE.  The committee recommends the contract be awarded 
to Dropseed Studio in the amount of $9,000.00.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve the design contract 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Design Services Contract 
with Kinghorn Horticultural Service Inc.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the Design Services Contract with Kinghorn Horticultural Service Inc. 
and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
January 24, 2014 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2014-14

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, is an eligible unit of a general 
local government authorized to receive Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) through 
the Nebraska Department of Economic Development; and

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development awarded the 
City of Grand Island a $350,000 Phase II Downtown Revitalization Community Development 
Block Grant; and

WHEREAS, the City, in cooperation with the Downtown Business Improvement 
Board requested proposals for design services to redesign Kaufmann-Cummings Park; and

WHEREAS, Kinghorn Horticulture Services, Inc. d.b.a. as Dropseed Studio from 
Omaha, NE submitted a proposal in accordance with the terms, specifications of the Request for 
Proposals, and received the most favorable score among all reviewed; and

WHEREAS, the proposed agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City 
Attorney’s office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island, Nebraska is 
hereby authorized to award a contract to Kinghorn Horticulture Services, Inc. in the amount of 
$9,000 for design services for Kaufmann-Cummings Park and the Mayor is hereby authorized 
and directed to execute such documents on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, January 28, 2014.

 

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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