
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Council Session

Item G-15

#2013-360 - Approving Agreement for Utility Relocation Services 
to be performed by the City Utility Department for the Capital 
Avenue – Webb Road to Broadwell Avenue Project

Staff Contact: John Collins, P.E. - Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager

Meeting: November 12, 2013

Subject: Approving Agreement for Utility Relocation Services 
to be performed by the City Utility Department for the 
Capital Avenue – Webb Road to Broadwell Avenue 
Project

Item #’s: G-15

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background 

All agreements must be approved by the City Council.

The Capital Avenue – Webb Road to Broadwell Avenue widening project consists of 
removal of the existing two lane asphalt pavement and construction of a 62 foot wide 
five-lane concrete roadway. Other planned improvements include construction of 
concrete sidewalks, updating of the roadway lighting, and storm sewer improvements. 
The project includes construction of a hike/bike trail through the corridor, which will 
become the final segment to connect Shoemaker Park to Ashley Park.

The proposed improvements to Capital Avenue start at the intersection of Webb Road 
and extend east of Broadwell Avenue approximately 1,000 feet to tie into the existing 
roadway. The purpose of this project is to improve local traffic operations, accommodate 
future traffic volumes and travel demands, provide continuous pedestrian access, and 
correct drainage issues along the Capital Avenue corridor.

This project will receive federal funding through the Surface Transportation Program 
(STP), which has typically been applied on an 80/20 basis.  However, due to changes 
brought about by the new federal highway bill, the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 
21st Century Act (MAP-21), federal funding for this project has been capped.  Reference 
is made to Resolution 2013-141 approved by City Council on May 14, 2013.

The improvements require that utilities owned by the City of Grand Island, Northwestern 
Energy and CenturyLink are relocated due to the roadway widening and the construction 
of the hike/bike trail.
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Discussion

The City of Grand Island Utility Department prepared plans and a cost estimate to 
relocate the overhead power infrastructure into right-of-way recently acquired for the 
North Interceptor Sewer project on the north side of Capital Avenue. Relocation of the 
overhead power lines includes rebuilding underground lines to match. The estimated cost 
for relocation of the power infrastructure is $723,353.36.

The City will be reimbursed 80% of the actual costs.  The Capital Improvements Program 
will fund the City’s share of 20%.

Olsson Associates plans to submit final design plans to the Nebraska Department of 
Roads in December, 2013. Acquisition of right-of-way and easements is scheduled to be 
completed in July, 2014. Construction of this project is anticipated to begin in 2015.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement for Utility 
Relocation Services to be performed by the City Utility Department for the Capital 
Avenue – Webb Road to Broadwell Avenue Project.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
November 8, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-360

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island is proposing a transportation project for 
which it would like to obtain Federal Funds; and

WHEREAS, City of Grand Island understands that it must strictly follow all 
Federal, State and local laws, rules, regulations, policies and guidelines applicable to the funding 
of the Federal-aid project; and

WHEREAS, City of Grand Island and Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) 
wish to enter into a new Project Professional Agreement setting out the various duties and 
funding responsibilities for the Federal-aid project, and

WHEREAS, by the City Council of the City of Grand Island that:
Jay Vavricek, Mayor of the City of Grand Island, is hereby authorized to sign the attached 
Project Utility Program Agreement between the City of Grand Island and the NDOR.

City of Grand Island is committed to providing local funds for the project as required by the 
Project Professional Agreement.

NDOR Project Number:  URB-5436(5)
NDOR Control Number:  42707
NDOR Project Name:  Capital Avenue from Webb Road to Broadwell Avenue in Grand Island

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 12, 2012.

The City Council of the City of Grand Island
John Gericke Vaughn Minton

 Chuck Haase   Mitch Nickerson
     Mike Paulick       Peg Gilbert

                                         Linna Dee Donaldson       Bob Niemann
     Julie Henke       

Board/Council Member____________________________ moved the adoption of said resolution
Member_____________________________ seconded the motion
Roll Call:  ________Yes _______No ______Abstained _______Absent
Resolution Adopted, signed and billed as adopted

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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