
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, August 27, 2013

Council Session

Item G-12

#2013-279 - Approving Agreement with Olsson Associates for 
Construction Engineering Services for the Third and Wheeler 
Historical Lighting Project

Staff Contact: John Collins PE - Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager

Meeting: August 27, 2013

Subject: Approving Agreement with Olsson Associates for 
Construction Engineering Services for the Third and Wheeler 
Historical Lighting Project

Item #’s: G-12

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background 

All agreements must be approved by the City Council.

On May 24, 2011 City Council approved the Project Program Agreement between the City Of 
Grand Island and Nebraska Department of Roads for utilizing Federal-aid Transportation 
Enhancement (TE) Program funds for the Third and Wheeler Downtown Historical Lighting 
Improvement project.  

This project will construct 20 Historical Street Lights one block west, one block east and one 
half block south of the Kaufmann Park at 3rd Street and Wheeler Avenue. The purpose of the 
project is to revitalize and preserve historical Downtown Grand Island, and to provide adequate 
lighting for pedestrians and motorists. The design of the street lighting poles and luminaires is 
based on other historical lights located in Grand Island’s Downtown.

The brick paver strip along the public sidewalk in the project corridor will also be replaced to 
upgrade walkway conditions and embellish the historical appearance. Adjacent deteriorated 
sidewalk will also be replaced at some locations.

The Downtown Business Improvement District will provide the local matching funds (20%) 
through their revenues and through funding awarded by the Community Redevelopment 
Authority.

Discussion

The City of Grand Island solicited the Request for Proposals for Engineering Consulting 
Services related to the Third and Wheeler Historical Lighting project on July 20, 2011. The 
scope of services in the Request for Proposals included Construction Engineering Services.
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Olsson Associates was selected to perform Construction Engineering Services based on 
qualifications detailed in the firm’s on-call proposal to NDOR for these services, their experience 
with Federal Aid Transportation projects, and their familiarity with the Third and Wheeler 
Historical Lighting project design and specifications. Public Works Engineering staff conducted 
negotiations to determine the appropriate scope and fee to satisfy FHWA and NDOR 
requirements and to ensure quality construction inspection and project management.

Preliminary Engineering services were procured through the Small Purchase Procurement 
Procedures as per Section 4.3.2 of the Local Public Agencies Guidelines for Federal-Aid 
Projects. As per guidance from the Local Projects Division of the Nebraska Department of 
Roads, the City of Grand Island may contract Construction Engineering services up to the 
difference between $60,000.00 and the total amount expended for Preliminary Engineering 
services. This difference is $11,128.18. 

Olsson Associates will be paid a fixed-fee-for-profit of $1,266.14 and up to a maximum amount 
of $9,832.38 for actual costs in accordance with Exhibit “B”, with a total amount of $11,098.52.

City of Grand Island staff will perform most of the construction oversight and project 
management tasks, and all construction staking.  The City of Grand Island will be reimbursed 
80% of these costs.

The tentative start date for construction is September 30, 2013.  The project is expected to be 
completed in November 2013.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  The 
Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approves the agreement with Olsson 
Associates to perform construction engineering services for the Third and Wheeler Historical 
Lighting Project.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement with Olsson Associates to perform construction engineering 
services for the Third and Wheeler Historical Lighting Project.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
August 23, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-279

WHEREAS, the Third and Wheeler Downtown Historical Lighting Improvement 
project program agreement was approved by City Council on May 24, 2011 between the City of 
Grand Island and Nebraska Department of Roads for utilizing Federal-aid Transportation 
Enhancement (TE) Program funds; and

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island as a sub-recipient of Federal-Aid funding is 
charged with the responsibility of expending said funds in accordance with Federal, State and 
local laws, rules, regulations, policies and guidelines applicable to the funding of the Federal-Aid 
project; and

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island and Olsson Associates, Inc. of Grand 
Island, Nebraska wish to enter into a Construction Engineering Services Agreement to provide 
construction oversight related to the Third and Wheeler Downtown Historical Lighting 
Improvement project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and 
directed to sign the attached Construction Engineering Services Agreement between the City of 
Grand Island and Olsson Associates, Inc. of Grand Island, Nebraska.

NDOR Project No. ENH-40(60)
NDOR Control No. 42651
NDOR Project Description - Grand Island 3rd and Wheeler Historical Lighting Improvements

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 27, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Grand Island Council Session - 8/27/2013 Page 43 / 43


