
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, August 13, 2013

Council Session

Item G-5

#2013-253 - Approving Purchase of Portable Radios

Staff Contact: Steve Lamken
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Meeting: August 13, 2013

Subject: Purchase of Portable Radios

Item #’s: G-5

Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Background

We received notice in June of 2013 from Motorola that they will no longer support 
portable radios with phone patch buttons after June of 2014. This means that we will not 
be able to get them repaired by authorized Motorola service centers and will not be able 
to get parts for them.

The Police Department needs to begin replacing about 100 portable radios currently in 
use. This is the first purchase of thirty radios to begin replacing the ones currently in use.

Discussion

We received notice in June of 2013 from Motorola that they will no longer support 
portable radios with phone patch buttons after June of 2014. This means that we will not 
be able to get them repaired by our local authorized Motorola service center. It also 
means that Motorola will no longer supply repair parts for the radios.

The Police Department has approximately 100 Motorola portable radios with the phone 
patch feature in use at this time. The majority of these radios are 10 years old or older and 
reaching the end of their life cycle and the Police Department would be faced with 
beginning to replace them in the near future. The announcement from Motorola has 
hastened the need to accelerate the replacement schedule.

The Department will purchase 30 new portable radios this year and has plans to purchase 
40 more next year. We will hopefully complete the switchover in the third budget year.

The Department received three quotes from authorized Motorola dealers in the region. 
While they all have the title of Platte Valley Communications, each of these are 
independently owned dealerships. The Police Department also contacted National Two-
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Way Radio, an on-line company.  National Two-Way Radio gave a telephone quote of 
$790.00 for the Motorola 7550 radio with a standard battery. The lowest quote for the 
purchase of 30 radios is $765.00 per radio with a high capacity battery from Platte Valley 
Communications of Grand Island. The price quote of $30,990.00 includes 30 extra high 
capacity batteries, microphones and carrying cases for the radios.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the purchase of 30 Motorola 
XPR 7550 radios and additional accessories from Platte Valley Communications of 
Grand Island, NE for $30,990.00.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the purchase of 30 Motorola XPR 7550 radios and additional equipment 
for $30,990.00 from Platte Valley Communications of Grand Island.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
August 9, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-253

WHEREAS, The Police Department needs to purchase portable radios; and

WHEREAS, the Police Department is purchasing thirty Motorola XPR7550 
radios and accessories; and

WHEREAS, Platte Valley Communications of Grand Island has provided the 
lowest quote of $30,990.00 for the thirty radios and accessories.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, to approve the purchase of thirty Motorola 
XPR7550 radios and accessories from Platte Valley Communications of Grand Island for a cost 
of $30,990.00.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 13, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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