
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, May 28, 2013

Council Session

Item I-5

#2013-162 - Consideration of Economic Development Incentive 
Agreement with Central Community College

Staff Contact: Mary Lou Brown
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Mary Lou Brown, City Administrator

Meeting: May 28, 2013

Subject: Economic Development Incentive Agreement with 
Central Community College

Item #’s: I-5

Presenter(s): Ann Martin, Chair of the Grand Island Area Economic 
Development Corporation Board of Trustees

Background

At the May 2003 special election, the voters of the City of Grand Island approved LB840 
funding to enable the City to extend economic development incentives through the Grand 
Island Area Economic Development Corporation (GIAEDC). The Economic 
Development Corporation has received an application from Central Community College 
for additional equipment in the Industrial Academy. On April 18, 2013, the GIAEDC 
Board of Trustees approved submission of the attached Economic Development 
Agreement to the Citizens Review Committee (CRC) for consideration and 
recommendation. The CRC met on May 21, 2013 and denied the request and agreement 
for recommendation to the City Council for final action.

Discussion

Central Community College has submitted the required application (see attached) for an 
amount of $95,000.00. Proposed is the purchase of additional equipment for the 
Industrial Academy.

Central Community College Industrial Academy assists the development of Grand 
Island’s workforce by providing career and technical education for welders and 
machinists. The local industries have a hard time finding and keeping machinists, 
welders, assemblers, and operators. With the additional equipment, Central Community 
College Industrial Academy will be in a position to train 25 traditional students, 20 high 
school students, and 30 additional students in their night lab. The new equipment will 
help stimulate the economic growth in the Grand Island area and will help train 75 
students on a daily basis for years to come.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve the Economic Development Agreement with Central 
Community College.

2. Do not approve the Economic Development Agreement with Central 
Community College.

3. Postpone the issue to future date.
4. Take no action on the issue.

Recommendation

While the Resolution advances to the Council without the support of the Citizens’ 
Review Committee, City Administration believes the request deserves Council 
consideration and discussion.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
May 24, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-162

WHEREAS, on July 22, 2003, the City of Grand Island adopted an Economic 
Development Program and a Citizens Advisory Review Committee to oversee the process of 
approving applications for economic development incentives; and

WHEREAS, Central Community College has applied for a forgivable loan for 
new equipment in the Central Community College Industrial Academy in the amount of 
$95,000.00 from the Grand Island Area Economic Development Corporation in accordance with 
the Economic Development Program; and

WHEREAS, such application has been approved by the Grand Island Area 
Economic Development Corporation Board of Trustees and was denied on May 21, 2013 by the 
Citizens Advisory Review Committee; and

WHEREAS, Central Community College will be required to meet or exceed the 
Economic Development Agreement to retain all of the economic incentives granted under the 
agreement; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City to provide economic 
development funding to Central Community College as provided by the Grand Island Economic 
Development Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Economic Development 
Agreement by and between the City, the Grand Island Area Economic Development Corporation 
and Central Community College, to provide $95,000.00 in economic assistance to Central 
Community College, to be used for new equipment is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, May 28, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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