
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, May 28, 2013

Council Session

Item G-6

#2013-153 - Approving Addendum to SCALES Agreement

Staff Contact: Steven Lamken
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Meeting: May 28, 2013

Subject: Approval of SCALES Interlocal Addendum

Item #’s: G-6

Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Background

South Central Area Law Enforcement Services, SCALES, is a multijurisdictional law 
enforcement cooperative which operates under an Interlocal Agreement. Member 
agencies share resources and information and also acquire joint training and investigative 
equipment purchases. The City of Cozad desires to be a participating SCALES agency 
and an addendum has been drafted to approve Cozad’s membership. There is no fiscal 
impact to the City of Grand Island from Cozad joining the SCALES Interlocal.

Discussion

SCALES is a multijurisdictional law enforcement cooperative Interlocal Agreement with 
eleven member agencies sharing resources and information and also acquire joint training 
and investigative equipment purchases. SCALES has been a successful example of 
regional cooperation with agencies assisting one another when needed. SCALES 
agencies have supported the Grand Island Police Department in events such as President 
Bush’s visit to the City and investigation of department in-custody deaths. In turn, Grand 
Island has supported other SCALES agencies in special events and investigations. 
SCALES has brought nationally recognized training programs to the region which has 
provided excellent training to officers of our department that could not be supported by 
our individual agency budgets.

The City of Cozad has requested to become a member agency of SCALES and has been 
approved by the Governing Board of Sheriffs and Chiefs.  The Governing Board is 
seeking approval of our governing bodies to amend the SCALES Interlocal Agreement 
with the approval of the addendum to accept Cozad as a member. The acceptance of 
Cozad as a member agency of the SCALES compact does not create any additional fiscal 
impact for the Grand Island.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approved the “Addendum to SCALES 
Interlocal Agreement for Cooperative Law Enforcement Services” for the City of Cozad 
membership. 

Sample Motion

Move to approve the “Addendum to SCALES Interlocal Agreement for Cooperative Law 
Enforcement Services” for the City of Cozad membership.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
May 24, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-153

WHEREAS, the Grand Island Police Department has been a member of the South 
Central Area Law Enforcement Services, SCALES, Interlocal compact; and

WHEREAS, membership in SCALES has been beneficial to the Police 
Department and the City of Grand Island; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cozad, Nebraska wishes to become a member of the 
SCALES compact , and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, 

That the Mayor sign the Addendum to SCALES Interlocal Agreement for Cooperative Law 
Enforcement Services to allow the City of Cozad to become a member of the SCALES Compact.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska May 28, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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