
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Council Session

Item G-14

#2013-137 - Approving Agreement with Nebraska Department of 
Roads for 2013 Fracture Critical Bridge Inspections

Staff Contact: John Collins, P.E. - Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Scott Griepenstroh, PW Project Manager

Meeting: May 14, 2013

Subject: Approving Agreement with Nebraska Department of 
Roads for 2013 Fracture Critical Bridge Inspections

Item #’s: G-14

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background

All agreements must be approved by the City Council. The Nebraska Department of 
Roads (NDOR) is willing to obtain Federal approval and funds, which provide for the 
inspection and load re-rating (load re-rating is not necessary if bridge condition remains 
the same) of the fracture critical bridges on its public roads.

A fracture-critical bridge is one that does not contain redundant supporting elements. 
This means that if those key supports fail, the bridge would be in danger of collapse. This 
does not mean the bridge is inherently unsafe, only that there is a lack of redundancy in 
its design.

Discussion

The State is responsible for the inspection and evaluation of all State Highway System 
bridges, while the City is responsible for the inspection and evaluation of all bridges on 
streets and roadways within its jurisdiction. Bridge inspections and load ratings are a 
requirement of the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) and the Nebraska 
Bridge Inspection Program (BIP). A BIP Manual was developed by the NDOR to set 
forth methods and procedures that enable local public bridge owners to comply with the 
NBIS.

The State will be responsible for arranging for the inspection by consultants, for the City, 
on their fracture critical bridges. It is the intent of the parties that this agreement does not 
shift to the City any jurisdictional responsibility for bridges on the State highway system, 
and does not shift any duty to the State for jurisdictional responsibility of any bridges off 
of the State highway system.
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The total cost of this work is currently estimated to be $1,150.10, with the City’s twenty 
(20) percent share being $230.02. The City of Grand Island currently has only one 
Fracture Critical Bridge, which is located on Blaine Street approximately 250’ north of 
US Highway 34.

Funding for such inspections will be from a combination of federal aid and local funds.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve a resolution authorizing the 
Mayor to sign the agreement.

Sample Motion

Move to approve resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
May 10, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-137

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department of Roads is willing to obtain Federal 
approval and funds, which provide for the inspection and load re-rating (load re-rating is not 
necessary if bridge condition remains the same) of the fracture critical bridges on its public 
roads; and

WHEREAS, the State will be responsible for arranging for the inspection by 
consultants, for the City, on their fracture critical bridges; and

WHEREAS, the total cost of the work is currently estimated to be $1,150.10, with 
the City’s twenty (20) percent share being $230.02, and

WHEREAS, an agreement with the Nebraska Department of Roads is required to 
proceed with this project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of Roads for the 2013 fracture critical bridge inspection is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, May 14, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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