
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, March 26, 2013

Council Session

Item G6

#2013-76 - Approving License Agreement and Pole Attachment 
Agreement with NebraskaLink

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger, Stacy Nonhof
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director
Stacy Nonhof, Assistant City Attorney

Meeting: March 26, 2013

Subject: License Agreement with Nebraska Link, LLC, for Power 
Pole Attachments

Item #’s: G-6

Presenter(s): Tim Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Background 

Nebraska Link, LLC, is a new telecommunications company that wishes to attach fiber 
optic cables to City owned utility poles. They are owned by seven private telephone 
companies in rural Nebraska.

The Company is attempting to negotiate contracts with schools, government offices, and 
commercial entities across the City.

Discussion

A License Agreement is the form used in the past to allow cables owned by others to be 
placed on City utility poles.  Charter, Unite Private Networks (UPN), and Qwest are 
currently attached to utility poles in the City.

The National Electric Safety Code (Code) prescribes the methods and clearances required 
for installation of multiple wire strand utility company facilities and equipment on power 
poles. The proposed agreement includes requirements to meet the Code specifications for 
clearances between utility facilities, which will require some work by the Utilities 
Department and the other utilities currently using the poles.

Of the poles to which Nebraska Link wishes to attach, approximately 120 poles will 
require work to be done by the Utilities Department, UPN, and Charter Communications. 
The proposed contract requires Nebraska Link to pay for any “make ready” work that is 
required to provide the needed space on the pole to allow them to attach in accordance 
with the Code. The proposed contract is essentially the same as the current Contracts with 
Charter Communications, Qwest, and Unite Private Networks. Nebraska Link will also 
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pay the same $4.00 per pole annual fee that is received from Qwest, Charter, and Unite 
Private Networks.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the License Agreement with 
Nebraska Link, LLC, and direct the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the License Agreement between the City of Grand Island and Nebraska 
Link, LLC, and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
March 22, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-76

WHEREAS, Nebraska Link, LLC, is a telecommunications company that wishes 
to attach fiber optic cables to City owned utility poles; and

WHEREAS, a License Agreement is needed to allow the cable to be placed on 
City utility poles; and

WHEREAS, the National Electric Safety Code prescribes methods and clearances 
required for installation of multiple wire strand utility company facilities and equipment on 
power poles; and

WHEREAS, the proposed License Agreement requires Nebraska Link,  to pay for 
any “make ready” work that is required to provide the needed space on the pole to allow them to 
attach in accordance with the Code; and

WHEREAS, Nebraska Link, LLC, will pay the same $4.00 per pole annual fee 
that is received from other companies that utilize this service.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to, on 
behalf of the City, execute the License Agreement between the City of Grand Island and 
Nebraska Link, LLC.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, March 26, 2013

_________________________
  Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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