
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, February 12, 2013

Council Session

Item G13

#2013-36 - Approving Agreement for Utility Relocation Services to 
be performed by the City Utility Department for the Walk to 
Walnut Safe Routes to Schools Project

Staff Contact: Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager

Meeting: February 12, 2013

Subject: Approving Agreement for Utility Relocation Services 
to be performed by the City Utility Department for the 
Walk to Walnut Safe Routes to Schools Project

Item #’s: G-13

Presenter(s): Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director

Background 

All agreements must be approved by the City Council.

The Walk to Walnut project will realign the main driveway to Walnut Middle School to 
match up with the intersection of 15th Street and Custer Avenue.  Traffic Signals will be 
constructed at the intersection. The project is mostly funded with Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) funds authorized by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A legacy for Users Act (SAFETEA-LU) that are administered by the 
Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR).  The project will improve safety for students 
crossing Custer Avenue and encourage more walking and biking to school.

The original federal aid funding cap for this project was $250,000. On June 26, 2012, 
City Council approved Supplemental Agreement No. 3 to the Program Agreement with 
NDOR, which removed the funding cap and allowed federal aid to be used to pay for 
100% of the costs for construction, construction engineering and utility relocation.

The City of Grand Island Utility Department owns overhead power on the west side of 
Custer Avenue at the project location. A pole for the overhead power will conflict with 
the location of the proposed driveway entrance at 15th Street.

Discussion

The City of Grand Island Utility Department prepared plans and a cost estimate to 
relocate overhead power poles to resolve the conflict with the proposed driveway. The 
work will consist of removing three existing poles, installing 4 new line poles and 
associated hardware, and 2 new street light poles and associated hardware. The additional 
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replacement poles are necessary to appropriately space the new poles in accordance with 
engineering standards and are based on the remaining available open spaces. The 
estimated cost for this work is $12,646.50.

The Nebraska Department of Roads Local Projects Division determined that since the 
work will be performed by City forces, an agreement between the City of Grand Island 
and the Nebraska Department of Roads was appropriate.  The City will be reimbursed 
100% of the actual costs.

Approval of Environmental Documents was received in January of 2012.  Final Plans and 
Specification have been submitted to NDOR for review and approval.  The bid letting for 
Construction is scheduled for June or July of 2013.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement for Utility 
Relocation Services to be performed by the City Utility Department for the Walk to 
Walnut Safe Routes to Schools Project.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
February 8, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-36

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island Utility Department has prepared plans and a 
cost estimate to relocate overhead power poles to resolve the conflict with the proposed driveway 
in connection with the planned Walk to Walnut Safe Routes to Schools Project; and

WHEREAS, relocation work includes removing three existing poles, installing 4 
new line poles and associated hardware, and 2 new street light poles and associated hardware; 
and

WHEREAS, the estimated cost for relocation of the overhead power poles is 
$12,646.50, and

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department of Roads Local Projects Division 
determined that since the work will be performed by City forces, an agreement between the City 
of Grand Island and the Nebraska Department of Roads was appropriate; and

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2012 City Council approved Supplemental Agreement 
No. 3 to the Program Agreement with the Nebraska Department of Roads, which removed the 
funding cap and allowed federal aid to be sued to pay for 100% of the costs for construction, 
construction engineering and utility relocation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Utility Relocation Services 
Agreement between the City of Grand Island and the Nebraska Department of Roads for such 
services to be performed by the Grand Island Utility Department is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 12, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Grand Island Council Session - 2/12/2013 Page 22 / 22


