
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, January 22, 2013

Council Session

Item G4

#2013-18 - Approving Contract with Kinghorn Gardens for 
Landscaping Design Services

Staff Contact: Marco Floreani
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Community Development

Meeting: January 22, 2013

Subject: Approving the Agreement for Professional Services of 
Kinghorn Gardens for the Grand Island Public Library 
Biofiltration Garden for Greener Nebraska Towns Grant

Item #’s: G-4

Presenter(s): Marco Floreani, Community Development Administrator

Background

The City of Grand Island is one of eight Nebraska communities that have received a 
$55,000 Greener Nebraska Towns Program grant. The grant funding consists of $25,000 
for a Water Wise project and $35,000 for Tree Plantings. In March 2011, the City applied 
for a Greener Nebraska Towns Initiative grant that would enable Grand Island to create 
short and long-range greenscape goals and a green community education plan. A 
planning committee, comprised of city staff and community representatives, was formed 
to identify potential community greenscape needs, collect information for the grant and 
create a comprehensive list of potential project partners if the grant was awarded. In 
August of 2011, Council approved Resolution # 2011-197, which authorized the City of 
Grand Island to receive the Greener Nebraska Towns Grant and execute projects using 
the grant funds. 

City staff has identified the Grand Island Public Library as an ideal site to design and 
construct a biofiltration garden using the $25,000 Water Wise grant. The Nebraska State 
Wide Arboretum reccomended Kinghorn Gardens, a landscape and design firm out of 
Omaha, Nebraska as potential contractor for design services for the project. City Staff has 
met with and discussed a preliminary scope of professional services for a the Grand 
Island Public Library biofiltration garden with Kinghorn Gardens. With Council’s 
approval, City of Grand Island will enter into an agreement with Kinghorn Gardens for 
the amount of $7,300 for the design services of the biofiltration garden. The required 
50% match of the $7,300 will consist of in kind services from Library, Community 
Development, and Public Works Staff. Donated funds from the 295 Fund Earl 
Grimminger Donation and 251 Stormwater Grant Fund will also be used as a contributed 
match for this project. 
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Discussion

Kinghorn Gardens has a staff with many years of experience working on landscape 
infrastructure projects similar to the proposed biofiltration garden at the Grand Island 
Public Library and their design work has been featured on the University of Nebraska-
Extension Office’s Green Infrastructure Tours in the City of Omaha.

Kinghorn Garden’s Scope of services would consist of three phases. 
1. Data Gathering and Analysis
2. Preliminary Design
3. Final Design

The City Staff recommends the contract be awarded to Kinghorn Gardens for the amount 
of $7,300.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve contract for planning services 
to Kinghorn Horticultural Services, Inc. d.b.a. Kinghorn Gardens of Omaha, Nebraska for 
$7,300.00.

Sample Motion

Move to approve contract to Kinghorn Gardens of Omaha, Nebraska.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
January 18, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-18

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island is authorized to execute projects funded by 
the Greener Nebraska Town Grant; and

WHEREAS, City of Grand Island Staff sought design service recommendations 
and the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum commended the landscape design services of  Kinghorn 
Gardens of Omaha, Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, Kinghorn Gardens of Omaha, Nebraska submitted a scope of 
services, which city staff believes to be fair, professional, and in accordance with the Greener 
Nebraska Towns ‘Water Wise’ scope of eligible activities. 

WHEREAS, the proposed agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City 
Attorney’s office;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island, Nebraska is 
hereby authorized to award a contract to Kinghorn Horticultural Service, Inc of Omaha, 
Nebraska, in the amount of $7,300.00 for a Greener Nebraska Towns Water Wise Project

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, January 22, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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