
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, January 8, 2013

Council Session

Item G11

#2013-9 - Approving Agreement for Negotiation Services for the 
State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail Project

Staff Contact: Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager

Meeting: January 8, 2013

Subject: Approving Agreement for Negotiation Services for the 
State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail Project

Item #’s: G-11

Presenter(s): Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director

Background 

All agreements must be approved by the City Council.

The Federal-aid Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program provides funding to 
construct and restore transportation infrastructure that are not eligible to be funded 
through other programs. TE activities offer funding opportunities to help expand 
transportation choices and enhance the transportation experience. Project types eligible 
for this funding are hike/bike trails, historic preservation, and scenic or historic byways.

The State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail Project will construct a 0.5 mile, 10' 
wide concrete recreational trail for bicycle and pedestrian use in northwest Grand Island. 
This project will begin on the State Street Trail 0.25 mile west of US Highway 281, 
extend north within City right-of-way along the west side of the Moores Creek Drainway, 
and end at the west end of the concrete trail that was recently completed along Capital 
Avenue under project STPAA-5436 for the Eagle Scout Trail.

Additional 12’ wide easements will be acquired on the west side of the City right-of-way 
for construction of a small ditch and area inlets. 

Discussion

The law governing acquisition and relocation on federally assisted projects is Public Law 
91-646; The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
of 1970, commonly called the Uniform Act. The procedures to comply with this Act are 
found in Section 49, Part 24 of the Code of Federal Regulations. On federally funded 
transportation projects requiring acquisition of right-of-way, Local Public Agencies are 
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required to present to the Nebraska Department of Roads a Right-of-Way Certificate that 
certifies property was acquired in accordance with the Uniform Act.

As per the Right-of-Way Acquisition Guide for Local Public Agencies, after formal 
property valuation documents are prepared and reviewed, property acquisition may begin. 
On the State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail Project, “Compensation 
Estimates” were prepared for four tracts where permanent 12’ wide trail easement will be 
acquired. Two tracts have identical ownership.  

Selection of the firm Midwest Right Of Way Services, Inc. was made in accordance with 
the Right-of-Way Acquisition Guide for Local Public Agencies. The Negotiation Services 
Contract must be executed before property acquisition can begin. The basis of the final 
fee is as follows.

Acquisition Negotiation – 4 Owners at $1,425.00 Each = $5,700.00 

TOTAL FEE = $5,700.00

Approval of Environmental Documents was received in January, 2012. Acquisition of 
permanent easements are anticipated to be completed in the next three months. 
Construction of this project is anticipated to begin in fall of 2013.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement with Midwest 
Right Of Way Services, Inc. for negotiation services for the State Street and Capital 
Avenue Connector Trail.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
January 4, 2013 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2013-9

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island, in accordance with the Right-of-Way 
Acquisition Guide for Local Public Agencies, has negotiated property acquisition services with 
Midwest Right of Way Services, Inc. for the State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail 
Project; and

WHEREAS, such services include Acquisition Negation of $5, 700.00 for four (4) 
properties, with the possibility of half day ($350) and daily ($700) rates being applied, per 
contract, should attendance at meetings pertaining to this project become necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the agreement between the City of 
Grand Island and Midwest Right of Way Services, Inc. for acquisition negotiation services in 
connection with the State Street and Capital Avenue Connector Trail Project is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, January 8, 2013.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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