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COMMUMITY REDEVELOPIRENT AUTHORITY

Facade Improvement Program Application

Project Redeveloper Information

L Applicant Name: // O A D ‘76’/7&/)@4/ ?( VEAS roE :ZV/L/ 7 @/,:E; SAEACE ( ;;;Wc’/g_
Address: 5735335 A gurinA L opmn ) Cpwen Lscan 2, /{/g LKL/
Telephone No.: .Z0§5 — 58 ¥ —5S /=2
Contact: (~A//YEA AO

II.  Legal Street Address of Project Site: 5355 /< AUAOF /D GEAVD L SUAD

III.  Zoning of Project Site: B2 — 4C

Lyll SELACE
IV.  Current and Contemplated Use of Project: A= S/l g7 AnD (10 T7E L
CONYENTIo) C ENVTEA2_

V.  Present Ownership of Project Site: ¢ /(5= N G'OJ S TRATEGED 2t A, L

VI.  Proposed Project: Describe in detail; attach plans and specifications:

PLe7E  SEE AT 2ACUE D

VII. Estimated Project Costs

Acquisition Costs:
A. Land $ -
B. Building

.
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Construction Costs:

A. Renovation or Building Costs Attributable

to Facade Improvements (attach detail): h “;? S7.008.60

B. Other Construction Costs: $;’&7 90, 752 50
4377 TR FO

VIII. Source of Financing:

A. Developer Equity: $ ///”ﬁ// o0 .o

B. Commercial Bank Loan: S§ /7 78R O

C. Historic Tax Credits: $___—

D. Tax Increment Assistance: $ SR, S2O.O0 #

E. Other (Describey) AT CADE 4SS5/ S2mC ) $ /D0, O OO
) DEhrS M CUISEE Fur-dIAG Zo0, oo 00

¥ )5 EARL — PATETAL Brarnsl L oA RELT il ENT,
IX. Name & Address of Architect, Engineer and General Contractor:

/(/uf‘/ PZVMLD S, JES/M% A D bEneaint Qw,e/rcz%
DDEPITE. DeAdEAS oS
SYUSS (5. PIE szeeET
LA LNy AEE o85s /L
AR Cet1 72T — AN W EBA
GAAND 2 S D, AE

X. Project Construction Schedule:

A. Construction Start Date: AL S PoS 2
B. Construction Completion Date: (~z2Y" Ay V4 2

Financing Request Information

I, Describe Amount and Purpose for Which Fagade Improvement Program Funds are Requested:

JEE AT ED S AT
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II.  Statement Identifying Financial Gap and Necessity for use of Fagade Improvement Program
Funds or Proposed Project: //}/ 007 FACADE T e DA
ASSISTANCE A4S OVTLNED JTEREZN , 2T Lodll AO7 =
s Se( (= T PToLCED w7 THE 2P VIEATTATS
THIEE  AEE PL) COAD/ TV P THE Bl 410D 7z
AAENITTED E OF T FENQu T oS Pl gleS REXAE cor#ep 7T
ASSE7ArEC T jGzui 79176 7HE  PROPESCTY A7
CORTEBUTE 70 THZE  ONoME PEW AL TA AN 0= FHeE
SOTH LOCCST SHFIEET Coey o007
III.  Application of Grant Funds:

Grant to Redeveloper; or

Interest Rate Buy-Down

Post Office Box 1968

Grand Island, Nebraska 68802-1968
Phane: 308 385-5240

Fax: 108 385-5423

Email: cnhabity@grand-istand.com

.
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Howard Johnson Riverside Inn and Conference Center
Grand Island, Nebraska

Hotel and Convention Center Renovation Project Summary

PROPERTY OVERVIEW

The Howard Johnson Riverside Inn and Convention Center is Grand Island’s largest hotel
property in terms of rooms, facilities, and area. The property comprises 182 guest
rooms, 10,000 square feet of meeting, event, and reception space, a full service
restaurant and lounge, and indoor pool and fitness center. Constructed in 1969 with an
addition in 1983, the hotel is one of only two full service convention center hotels
located within the City limits of Grand Island. It is the first hotel the traveling public
encounters when exiting off of Interstate 80 at South Locust Street. As such, it is the
“front door” of Grand Island along this increasingly busy corridor.

The property was purchased in December 2000 by Stratford Plaza LLC, a corporation
owned by Chuyen and Pam Ngo. Over the course of the 1990's, the property had
deteriorated. Since acquiring the property the owners have invested significant funds to
repair building systems including plumbing and mechanical elements and have
undertaken a substantial renovation of 145 of the guest rooms. Given the age of the
facility and the abundance of needs, it has not been possible to address exterior building
conditions and interior service elements including the restaurant, lounge, and
convention center.

MARKET

The Hotel market in Grand Island has become increasingly competitive with the addition
of six new hotels in the last five years, four of which have been opened in the last two
years. The Fairfield Inn, Holiday Inn, Super 8, and Best Western hotels are all recent
additions to the hotel inventory. In the case of Best Western, local assistance was
provided in the form of tax increment financing. The addition of this significant rooms
inventory has been a challenge for other hoteliers. On a positive note, the relocation of
the Nebraska State Fair and the associated future opportunity to draw trade shows,
exhibitions, and agricultural events to the new facilities as well as the use of other
facilities at Fonner Park will strengthen the local economy by increased tourism and
visitor traffic. It is understood, however, that the development of this additional
visitor/tourism trade will be a building block process and will grow over a period of
years.

SOUTH LOCUST STREET REVITALIZATION

After the 1980 tornado, the South Locust Street corridor deteriorated as buildings were
shuttered and closed. Instead of rebuilding and reinvesting along South Locust Street,
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many businesses in the 1980’s and 1990’s chose to relocate or otherwise invest along
the growing Highway 281 corridor. The extent of the decline of South Locust Street was
of increasing concern to local officials and business leaders for decades. In 1992, the
City Council acted to request that the Nebraska Department of Roads proceed with the
development process for an interchange at Interstate 80 and South Locust Street. At
the same time, a Community Redevelopment Authority was formed. In 1997, the
Community Redevelopment Authority created the South Locust Street Business
Improvement District. The City Council provided for its formation and established a
program of streetscaping improvements consisting of sidewalks, lighting, and
landscaping. In 2006, the new interchange was opened. In 2010, the highway from the
Interstate to Highway 34 was widened to four lanes.

Today, the South Locust Street corridor has been revitalized. Many businesses have
renovated their facilities. Various dilapidated properties have been demolished
including the former Desert Rose facility across the street from the Hotel. The
Community Redevelopment Authority and the City Council has provided infrastructure
assistance to a number of businesses along South Locust Street in the form of facade
funding and tax increment financing. The corridor is now a significant “front door” for
the community. With the addition of the Nebraska State Fair, the corridor is now a
major point of entry for the community. It also serves as primary access to downtown
Grand Island. The average daily traffic count on South Locust Street has substantially
increased over the past ten years and is expected to continue to do so in the future. In
2011, the average daily traffic at South Locust Street and Highway 34 was 8,031.

Aside from the Wal Mart store, the Howard Johnson Riverside Inn and Convention
Center is the first development that travelers heading north from Interstate 80 see
when they enter Grand Island. The hotel has been a landmark at the corner of Highway
34 and South Locust Street for 42 years. The site is highly visible and as such is a
prominent architectural element for the community.

With the demolition of the former Desert Rose facility, the development of Wal Mart,
and available property at the northeast and southwest quadrants of the South Locust
Street and Highway 34 corridors, there is the opportunity for significant redevelopment
at this intersection. The Hotel is well positioned to lead this effort and stimulate other
associated development with a renovation project intended to improve the aesthetics of
the property, increase the taxable valuation, and create jobs and additional trade and
economic growth.

HOTEL MARKET NICHE AND SERVICE

The Howard Johnson Riverside Inn and Convention Center is uniquely positioned to
serve the community and its needs for lodging, dining, and meeting/event facilities at
this key juncture in the growth of South Locust Street and the associated opportunities
with the Nebraska State Fair facilities. The proximity of the Hotel to Fonner Park is
important to the community’s efforts to grow and develop the events business
associated with the new facilities and to grow and develop tourism. Given the size of
our hotel and its location, we are able to satisfy what will be a growing demand. The
property also addresses the need for diversity in relation to price point. Unlike many of
the other hotels, including new properties, our Hotel is positioned in the mid scale rate
category and addresses the need of many travelers and groups for an affordable
lodging, dining, and meeting/event property. The size and capacity of the property also
enables it to serve growing market demands.
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RENOVATION NEEDS

Despite the likelihood for continued growth along the South Locust Street corridor and
the new commerce associated with the Nebraska State Fair facilities, the Hotel is faced
with significant economic challenges given the size and age of the property. During the
period of decline of the South Locust Street Corridor, needed reinvestment in the
property was not undertaken. The condition of the property deteriorated. The present
ownership has reinvested heavily in the property — $1,000,000 to date - but assistance is
needed to fully address important infrastructure needs including parking, drainage,
fagade, roof, and accessibility. Ownership is prepared to invest an additional
$1,377,782.80 and has secured financing for additional improvements. In order to
proceed with the project, however, local assistance to support fagade improvements,
parking, accessibility, roof replacement in the amount of $468,078.79, including
$100,000 in fagcade improvement assistance, is needed in order to proceed.

RENOVATION PROJECT SCOPE

Denny’s Restaurant Seeks to locate on South Locust Street: The cornerstone of the
Renovation Project is the addition of a Denny’s Restaurant to the property. The decision
by this large national franchise to locate in Grand Island on South Locust Street is a
substantial vote of confidence in the corridor. There has not been a major development
by a large national franchise on South Locust Street for decades. Over the course of the
last 20 years, all major national franchise operators have chosen to locate in western
Grand Island along Highway 281. Without some comparable developments on South
Locust Street it will be difficult to both sustain recent successes as well as to meet future
community needs. The development of a Denny’s restaurant will be a major shot in the
arm for South Locust Street and will accrue to the benefit of area residents and
businesses by strengthening trade and economic activity including traffic, sales volume,
tax base, and job creation.

Denny’s will be open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The Restaurant is expected to
employ 50 people, most of which will be full time. Denny’s has 1,600 restaurants in the
United States and is known for being affordable and family friendly. It serves breakfast,
lunch and dinner daily.

The Denny’s restaurant is proposed to be located in the current Garden Café restaurant
space. Denny’s will also, under a separate identity, operate a newly branded lounge.
Liquor service will be available in both the Lounge and Restaurant. Full service catering
will continue to be offered in the Convention Center.

Improvements Scope - $1,377,782.80: Ownership is prepared to invest heavily in the
renovation of the Hotel to consist of the following improvements:

Denny’s Restaurant Improvements - $495,874.80: This improvement consist of
complete renovation of the existing restaurant and lounge. The interior of the existing
space will be largely demolished. A contemporary restaurant and lounge designed in
accordance with Denny’s interior décor standards will be constructed. A key element of
this component of the project will be the construction of a new entrance tower and
vestibule along the north elevation of the Hotel building. This will serve as a signature
feature of the facility and will create a visible entrance monument from South Locust
Street. It will also provide easy access and handicapped accessibility.

Grand Island
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Hotel Exterior and Facade - $187,000.00: Facade improvements will consist of the
addition of a decorative molded roofline and exterior elevation improvements in the
form of an EFIS (stucco) veneer finish along entrances and porte cochere to provide
vertical accents.

Plumbing and Mechanical - $105,000.00: Plumbing and Mechanical systems serving the
restaurant, convention center venues, and common areas will be replaced and/or
upgraded.

Lounge Interior Remodel - $70,758.00: As referenced above with the Restaurant, the
Lounge will be renovated including creating a one level floor elevation as opposed to the
current sunken multi-level design. This will provide for handicapped accessibility and
improved circulation and utilization.

Public Areas/Restroom Renovations - $44,150.00: The existing public entrance foyer and
Lobby restrooms will be renovated to serve the Hotel, restaurant, and lounge and will
be improved to enhance handicapped accessibility and increased capacity.

Parking Lot Improvements - $175,000.00: The existing parking lot will be improved in
the form of an asphalt overlay. The repaved and restriped lot will provide parking to
serve the new and expanded restaurant and lounge. An additional xx spaces will be
created.

Denny’s Restaurant Improvements - $300,000.00: The existing restaurant and kitchen
will be essentially gutted with new equipment, furniture, and fixtures. The kitchen will
feature kitchen equipment and preparation and cooking areas for both the Restaurant
and the convention center. Improvements will include new window, wall, and floor
coverings.

Economic Stimulus to South Locust Street and City: This property is a prime candidate
for the Fagade Improvement Program and Tax Increment Financing assistance because:

e The strong brand name of Denny’s will bring instant name recognition
and more stability to the property immediately.

e The South Locust Street corridor’s appearance has been enhanced in
recent years including the removal of the former Desert Rose. This
project will make a bold statement at the southerly entrance to the
corridor.

e There is potential for development at the southwest quadrant of the
southwest intersection of Highway 34 and South Locust Street.

e The hotel has the largest convention center space in Grand Island.

e There is strong potential to draw more events including those associated
with the State Fair and others utilizing the Fairgrounds such as
agricultural shows.

e Denny’s is a national brand that is well recognized by both local residents
and those travelling along Interstate 80.

e The existing restaurant will be completely renovated on the exterior and
the interior.

e The roofline of the hotel facility will be completely renovated.

e The addition of a national branded restaurant on South Locust Street will
make an important statement for future investment on the corridor at a
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time where most of the new development has been on the Highway 281
corridor.

e It is important for the community to have full service hotels with
convention center facilities at various price points.

e Other businesses along South Locust Street will benefit from the
additional traffic and recognition resulting from Denny’s. This will
generate economic growth for the entire area.
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dHoward Johnson

Howard Johnson Riverside Inn and Conference Center
Grand Island, Nebraska

Construction and Financial Pro Forma

Construction/Improvement Costs

Denny’s Exterior and Interior Renovation 495,874.80
Hotel Exterior and Fagade Renovation 187,000.00

Plumbing and Mechanical 105,000.00
Lounge Remodel 70,758.00
Public Restroom Renovation 44,150.00
Parking Lot Paving 175,000.00
Denny’s Kitchen Equipment/FFE 300,000.00

Total Construction/Improvement Cost  $1,377,782.80

Funding Summary

Owner Additional Equity Injection 100,000.00
Bank Loan — Wells Fargo 877,782.80
Facade Improvement Assistance 100,000.00
Denny’s Franchisee Investment 300,000.00
Total 1,377,782.80

Valuation Summary

Assessor’s Current Market Value 2,095,733.00
Estimated Assessor’s Market Value at Completion 3,690,783.00
Current Tax 42,845.50
Estimated Tax after Improvements 77,814.40

Assessor’s Estimated Excess Tax after Improvements 34,968.90
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