
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, March 28, 2023

Council Session

Item G-16

#2023-84 - Approving Appointment of Representative to the 
Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger
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Council Agenda Memo 
From: Tim Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Meeting: March 28, 2023

Subject: Approving Appointment of Representative to the 
Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition

Presenter(s): Tim Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Background 

The Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition (NHCC) was created in 2002 among 25 
public entities in the state under the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement statutes. Its 
membership is made up of entities with interest in the water issues affecting the streams 
and rivers of the state including Natural Resource Districts, Public Power Districts, 
Irrigation Districts and cities. Attached for reference are the initial documents presented 
to the City Council in 2002 and the formal notification of the NHCC that the City of 
Grand Island had elected to participate.

Discussion

In accordance with the by-laws of the NHCC, each participant is to appoint a 
representative to the Board of Directors as described in paragraph #4 of those by-laws. 
From paragraph #4, “Each director and any designated alternate shall be duly and 
properly appointed by the respective governing bodies of each of the separate and 
individual parties to this Agreement…….Each board member shall serve at the pleasure 
of his or her respective organization. Any vacancy, which occurs in the board, shall be 
filled within 60 days through the appointment of a replacement by the represented party.” 
Utilities Director Gary Mader had been the City of Grand Island representative on the 
Board of Directors since the City first participated in the NHCC in 2002, and was 
replaced upon his retirement by Tim Luchsinger in April, 2011. With his upcoming 
retirement, Mr. Luchsinger will no longer be an employee of the City and it is appropriate 
that he be replaced on the Board of Directors.

Water issues in the central reach of the Platte River are complex. As Assistant Utilities 
Director, Lynn Mayhew, has overall responsibility for the City’s water production 
facilities, including the Platte River Well Field. The Well Field provides over 95% of the 
municipal water supply and is the City facility most likely to be affected by future 
regulation and control. Having served in his position for over 10 years, Mr. Mayhew is 
well qualified to represent the City on the NHCC Board.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the appointment of Lynn 
Mayhew as the City of Grand Island representative on the NHCC Board of Directors.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the appointment of Lynn Mayhew to the NHCC Board of Directors to 
represent the City of Grand Island.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
March 24, 2023 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2023-84

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island is a member of the Nebraska Habitat 
Conservation Coalition (NHCC); and

WHEREAS, the by-laws of the NHCC require each participant to appoint a 
representative to the Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, Tim Luchsinger, the current Utilities Director is retiring on April 6, 
2023; and

WHEREAS, Lynn Mayhew, Assistant Utilities Director, has the experience and 
knowledge to serve Grand Island on the NHCC Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized, on 
behalf of the City, to appoint Lynn Mayhew as the representative of the City of Grand Island, to 
the Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition Board of Directors.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, March 28, 2023

_______________________________
       Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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