
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Council Session

Item G-8

#2022-128 - Approving Agreement for Densel’s Dream Sculpture

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Meeting: May 10, 2022

Subject: Densel’s Dream – Sculpture at U.S. Highway 281 and 
South Webb Road

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator
Steve Anderson, DDS

Background

The Grand Island Partnership for the Arts, Inc. (GIPA) obtained public funding for the 
commission and installation of an artwork to honor Densel Rasmussen, to be located near 
the intersection of US Highway 281 and South Webb Road on land the City obtained 
from the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT). The land was acquired at no 
cost to be used for highway beautification purposes following City Council approval of 
Resolution #2019-310 granting preliminary approval for acquisition the 0.373 acre parcel 
and, in December 2020, the City Council granted final approval for acquisition of the 
property.  Attached are a representation of the artwork and an aerial image of the site.

Densel Rasmussen served the community in many ways.  According to an article 
published in the Grand Island Independent, Rasmussen was named the Independent’s 
Man of the Year for 2006. He chaired the 1999 United Way campaign and received the 
United Way President’s Award in 2010.  He also co-chaired the Grand Island Little 
Theatre’s Raising the Curtain capital campaign and served on the Grand Island Area 
Chamber of Commerce Board.

Rasmussen received the Richard H. Good Distinguished Service Award in 2007. He was 
a member of the Salvation Army Advisory Board and Stuhr Museum Operating Board, 
and served as chair of the Stuhr Museum Foundation Board, the Grand Island 
Community Foundation Board and Hall County Leadership Unlimited. He was also one 
of the volunteers to “Dance with the Stars” for a GRACE Foundation fundraiser and was 
active in the CAN DO Committee for the Nebraska State Fair.

Discussion

City Administration, GIPA, and Placzek Studios, Inc. negotiated terms of a proposed 
agreement providing for construction and installation of the artwork to be donated to the 
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City upon completion and acceptance by the City Council. The artwork would be 
displayed for at least 30 years provided, however, it may be removed from public display 
if it becomes unsuitable for display for reasons such as damage or deterioration. The 
proposed Public Artwork Donation Agreement sets forth the respective rights of the 
Artist and City regarding reproduction and use of images of the work.  GIPA will 
establish an endowment fund at the Grand Island Community Foundation for periodic 
cleaning and maintenance expense.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the donation agreement 
through adoption of the resolution.

Sample Motion

Move to approve resolution # 2022-128.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
May 6, 2022 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2022-128

WHEREAS, Grand Island Partnership for the Arts, Inc. (“donor”) provided 
funding for the commission, construction, and installation of an artwork to be known as Densel’s 
Dream created by Placzek Studios Inc. to be installed on City property located near the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 281 and Webb Road; and 

WHEREAS, Donors desire to donate the artwork to the City of Grand Island 
following its installation and acceptance by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, Grand Island Partnership for the Arts and Placzek Studios Inc. 
approved and executed a Public Artwork Donation Agreement that is submitted for City Council 
consideration and action. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Public Artwork Donation 
Agreement by and among Grand Island Partnership for the Arts, Inc., Placzek Studios Inc., and 
the City of Grand Island should be and is hereby approved.  The City’s Mayor is hereby 
authorized to execute the Agreement in the name of and on behalf of the City of Grand Island 
with attestation by the City Clerk.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, May 10, 2022.

_______________________________________
Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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