
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Council Session

Item F-2

#9875 - Consideration of Authorizing the Sale of land at the former 
Nebraska Veterans Home, to be subdivided as Lot 3 in Veterans 
Legacy South Subdivision, to CHI Nebraska

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Meeting: March 8, 2022

Subject: Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Land to CHI Nebraska

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz and Chad Nabity

Background

CHI Nebraska, a Nebraska nonprofit corporation, is seeking to purchase from the City a 
tract of land of 13+ acres located north of Capital Avenue and immediately west of the 
former Nebraska Veterans Home in Grand Island. If the City Council approves the 
proposed subdivision of the city-owned undeveloped property, the proposed sale involves 
what is described as Lot Three (3) in Veterans Legacy South Subdivision for a purchase 
price of $318,575.00, which is calculated at $25,000 per acre. The price per acre is 
consistent with observed sales of larger–size unimproved tracts that were not located 
within the US Highway 281/Webb Road corridor. In addition to the cost of the land, the 
purchaser will be required to pay its pro-rata costs for infrastructure to include street, 
sewer, and water as determined through assessment districts.

The City’s undeveloped land is presently leased for row crop farming rented on a cash 
basis. The potential sale was discussed with the tenant whose lease provides that the city 
reserves the right to develop any part of the leased land. If any portion of the land is 
developed, the tenant will be reimbursed for any production expenses and rent incurred 
on the ground that is developed and which the tenant is not able to harvest the crop.

The proposed purchase sale agreement provides that the city will establish covenants on 
its remaining lands such as to prohibit surgery centers, pharmacies, medical clinics, 
imaging centers, or physical therapy clinics within 300 feet of lot 3 for a period of 10 
years.

In addition to the above-mentioned price, the terms of the purchase sale agreement 
include the following terms:
(i) Property taxes for 2021 will be paid by the City.  Real estate taxes for the calendar 
year of the Closing will be prorated to the Closing Date based on the latest available tax 
rate and assessed valuation.
(ii) Electricity and other utility charges for which Seller is liable, if any, such charges to 
be apportioned at Closing on the basis of the most recent meter reading occurring prior to 
Closing.
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(iii) City shall be responsible for the cost of (i) preparing the Deed and (ii) one-half (1/2) 
of the revenue stamps/transfer taxes payable in connection with recording the Deed.
(iv) Purchaser shall pay the cost of (a) title insurance, (b) one-half (1/2) of the revenue 
stamps/transfer taxes, and (c) the costs of recording the deed.
(v) Escrow fees with be evenly divided between the parties.

Discussion

City Administration anticipates that proposed sale will provide a significant springboard 
for development of this underutilized property while reserving  the land for the proposed 
State Veterans Cemetery and honoring the intent of the Veteran’s Legacy Plan created for 
the this property. 

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends City Council approval of the Ordinance.

Sample Motion

Move to approve Ordinance #9875.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
March 4, 2022 ¤  City Attorney

ORDINANCE NO.9875

An ordinance approving a Purchase - Sale Agreement for the conveyance of 

property between the City of Grand Island (“City”) and CHI Nebraska, a Nebraska nonprofit 

corporation (“Purchaser”); providing for the giving of notice of such conveyance and the terms 

thereof; providing for the right to file a remonstrance against such conveyance; and providing for 

publication and the effective date of this ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1.  The Purchase - Sale Agreement between City and Purchaser is 

hereby approved and authorized with respect to City’s conveyance to Purchaser the following 

described real estate, to wit:

Lot Three (3), Veterans Legacy South Subdivision, City of Grand Island, Hall 

County, Nebraska (the “Property”).

SECTION 2. In consideration for such conveyance the Purchaser shall pay be 

Three Hundred Eighteen Thousand Five Hundred Seventy Five Dollars ($318,575.00) cash 

consideration at closing.  City shall be responsible for the cost of (i) preparing the Deed and (ii) 

one-half (1/2) of the revenue stamps/transfer taxes payable in connection with recording the 

Deed.  Purchaser shall pay the cost of (i) title insurance, (ii) one-half (1/2) of the revenue 

stamps/transfer taxes, and (iii) the costs of recording the deed.  Escrow fees with be evenly 

divided between the parties.  Real estate taxes for 2022 will be prorated to the date of closing.  

Conveyance of the real estate above described shall be by warranty deed pursuant to the terms 

and conditions of the Purchase - Sale Agreement between City and Purchaser.

Grand Island Council Session - 3/8/2022 Page 29 / 31



ORDINANCE NO. 9875 (Cont.)

2

SECTION 3. As provided by law, notice of such conveyance and the terms 

thereof shall be published for three consecutive weeks in the Grand Island Independent, a 

newspaper published for general circulation in the City of Grand Island. Immediately after the 

passage and publication of this ordinance, the City Clerk is hereby directed and instructed to 

prepare and publish said notice.

SECTION 4. Authority is hereby granted to the electors of the City of Grand 

Island to file a remonstrance against the conveyance of such within described real estate; and if a 

remonstrance petition against such conveyance is signed by registered voters of the City of 

Grand Island equal in number to thirty percent of the registered voters of the City of Grand 

Island voting at the last regular city election held in such City be filed with the City Council 

within thirty days of passage and publication of such ordinance, said property shall not then, nor 

within one year thereafter, be conveyed.

SECTION 5. If no remonstrance be filed against such conveyance, the Mayor 

may make, execute and deliver to CHI Nebraska a warranty deed for said real estate, and the 

execution of such deed is hereby authorized without further action on behalf of the City Council.

SECTION 6.  Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith be, and 

hereby are, repealed.

SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall be in force and take effect from and after its 

passage and publication in one issue of the Grand Island Independent as provided by law.

Enacted:  March 8, 2022.

____________________________________
Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

________________________________
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RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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