
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, November 9, 2021

Council Session

Item G-20

#2021-318 - Approving Amendment to 2020 CDBG-4 Subrecipient 
Agreement with Railside Downtown Business Improvement 
District

Staff Contact: Amber Alvidrez
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Amber Alvidrez, Community Development

Meeting: November 9, 2021

Subject: Approving amendment to CDBG Contract #2020-4 with 
Downtown Business Improvement District.

Presenter(s): Amber Alvidrez, Community Development 
Administrator

Background

In May of 2021, the City of Grand Island was awarded an annual allocation of $404,226 
from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant Program. In August of 2021, City Council approved the 2020-
2021 Annual Action Plan, which included various projects throughout Grand Island, all 
of which benefit low to moderate income persons or areas or prevent slum and blight. 
Each one of these projects requires a separate contract, which comes before City Council.

Discussion

Railside was previously awarded $35,000 of CDBG funds from the City’s 2020 
allocation to implement a Small Business Rental Assistance Program. The rental 
assistance Program will be made available to qualifying businesses in Blight and 
Substandard Area #1, which includes the Downtown Business Improvement District, 
along with other adjacent business areas.

The Downtown BID has developed a set of policies and procedures, an application, 
review/approve applicants, and disperse funds, all under the monitoring requirements of 
the Community Development Division.

The Downtown BID was originally allotted twelve months to disperse the CDBG funds 
of thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000.)  Additional funding will be allocated from the 
2021 Annual Award has been allocated in the amount of $100,000 giving the program a 
total amount of funding of $135,000. The proposed Amendment adds the 2021 funds and 
extends the program by 24 months to allow a three year program period. 
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approves amendment to CDBG 
Contract #2020-4 with the Downtown Business Improvement District and authorizes 
Mayor to sign all related documents.

Sample Motion

Move to approve amendment to CDBG Contract #2020-4 with The Downtown Business 
Improvement District.
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Amendment #1

PROJECT: CDBG 2020-4 Small Business Rental Assistance 

CONTRACTOR: Railside Downtown Business Improvement District

AMOUNT OF ORIGINAL CONTRACT: $35,000

CONTRACT START DATE: July 13, 2021

Revision #1 – Contract Extension date

Original Completion Date ----------------------------------------------- July 13, 2022

Revised Completion Date ------------------------------------------- July 13, 2024

Revision #2- Awarded Amount 

CDBG 2020 Allocation Award Amount --------------------------------------------- $35,000

CBDG 2021 Allocation Award Amount ---------------------------------------------- $100,000.00

Revised Total CDBG-CV funding Amount ------------------------------------- $135,000.00

Contractor Railside Downtown Business Improvement District

By____________________________________ Date_______________________

Title: Sherry Swiniski, Executive Director

CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA

By____________________________________ Date________________________
Mayor

Attest_________________________________
City Clerk
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
November 6, 2021 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2021-318

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
requires multiple certifications in order  to comply with the Community Development Block 
Grant Program requirements; and

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island completed a 2019-2023 Consolidated Plan 
and 2020 Annual Action Plan in order to receive Community Development Block Grant funds 
through CARES Act; and

WHEREAS, the City must enter into a Sub-Recipient Agreement with each 
organization to identified in the 2019-2023 Consolidated Plan and 2021 Annual Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, Downtown Business Improvement District was allocated funds from 
multiple Annual Action Plans which requires an amendment to those agreements in order to 
continue using the allocated CDBG funds.
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA that the City of Grand Island, Nebraska is 
hereby approves and adopts the amendment to the sub-recipient agreement 2020 CDBG-4 
between the City of Grand Island and Downtown Business Improvement District to continue 
implementing the Small Business Rental Assistance program with the use of CDBG funds; and 
the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign such certifications on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 9, 2021.

_______________________________________
Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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