
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, February 9, 2021

Council Session

Item C-2

Receipt of Annual Library Report
Library Director Celine Swan will present the Annual Library Report.

Staff Contact: Celine Swan
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AnnuAl 
RepoRt
fy 2019 -  2020

 February 2021  
 www.gilibrary.org   |   308.385.5333

Filed & Sumbitted as outlined 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 51-213

Despite hardships of the previous year, GIPL is 
committed to thriving and growing. Celine Swan 
became the new Library Director. The Library 
Board will create an updated strategic plan. A 
beautiful crane sculpture and seating area, do-
nated by the Staab Family and Library Founda-
tion will be placed in front of the building. Com-
munity partnerships will be expanded. Projects 
replacing the HVAC system will begin, as well as 
continued updates to computer and ILS systems.

The COVID-19 Pandemic was an unprecedent-
ed time. The Library building was closed to the 
public for 16 weeks. The Library continued pro-
viding services and completed important projects 
such as collections inventories, curbside materi-
als pickup, virtual programming, and expanded 
digital collections due to CARES Grant funding. 
Many challenges were also met, including a staff 
layoff, reduction in force to 18 FTE, and reduction 
of weekly service hours from 62 to 46 per week.

GIPL eagerly kicked off our new fiscal year with 
programs and other services such as regular 
storytimes, Breakfast with Santa, AARP Tax Aide, 
and Humanities Nebraska Prime Time. Patrons 
enjoyed newly renovated common areas and 
meeting rooms, a new teen section, Art Alcove, 
and Makerspace. In-person library visits and pro-
gram attendance, as well as circulation and use of  
other service continued to rise until mid-March 
when the COVID-19 Pandemic hit Nebraska.

“You have kept us entertained during this 
pandemic. The staff is exceptional —
helpful — friendly...and with a smile.  

Thank You!“
Duane & Bev R, Grand Island

The Grand Island Public Library is the gateway for the people of our diverse community to achieve a lifetime of learning and literacy.

Hours: M-F 9:30A-6:00P, Saturdays 9:30A-1P, Closed Sundays | Address: 1124 W 2nd St. Grand Island, NE
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by the numbers

216,458

225

88,471
$1,703,890
$60,573

$1,918,833
88.3%

85,89999,209

9,190

939,895

13,122

35,272

19,578

24,204

checkouts

Serial subscriptions

computer & wireless

Expenses

total budget

percentage used

Revenue

digital collectionsprint collections

items added

physical & 
Virtual Visits

items withdrawn

registered patrons

A/V collections

Reference & ILL
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