
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, December 8, 2020

Council Session

Item E-4

Public Hearing on Acquisition of Real Estate Property Described 
as a Triangular Tract of Land Lying North of the Intersection of 
South Webb Road and U.S. Highway 281
Council action will take place under Consent Agenda item G-16.

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Meeting: December 8, 2020

Subject: Densel’s Dream – Sculpture at U.S. Highway 281 and 
South Webb Road

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Background

The Grand Island Partnership for the Arts (GIPA) is seeking funding for the commission 
and installation of a sculpture to honor Densel Rasmussen to be located near the 
intersection of US Highway 281 and South Webb Road on land currently owned by the 
State of Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT). The land can be acquired by 
the City at no cost if used for highway beautification purposes. On October 8, 2019, the 
Grand Island City Council approved Resolution #2019-310 granting preliminary approval 
from the City Council for the City’s acquisition the parcel of land, 0.373 acres in size, 
from the Nebraska Department of Transportation. When Resolution 2019-310 was 
adopted, it was believed the preliminary approval would provide support for GIPA’s 
fundraising efforts. GIPA is now requesting that the City move forward with acquisition 
of the property so they can be assured of the property’s availability. If transfer of the 
property is requested by the City, NDOT will convey the land to the City at no charge. If 
the sculpture project does not take place, the land will revert to NDOT unless another 
highway beautification project is approved by NDOT.

An image of the proposed sculpture, information from the artist, and a drawing of the site 
are attached. The proposed site is located immediately north of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 281 and South Webb Road. 

Discussion

The proposed site is a portion of land acquired by the State of Nebraska for highway 
right-of-way within the City’s municipal boundaries. As such, mowing is currently the 
responsibility of the city pursuant to an agreement with NDOT. GIPA anticipates the 
placement of the sculpture at this site will present no greater maintenance burden to the 
city than what is currently required, which is minimal mowing to road right-of-way 
standards.
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When Resolution #2019-310 was adopted, the City Council was informed that a request 
for transfer of the site would take place when the following conditions occurred:

1. GIPA has secured sufficient funds in cash, grants, and pledges for all project 
expenses and an endowment fund for future expenses.

2. GIPA and City have executed an acceptable license agreement addressing site 
development, future maintenance, utilities, and related issues.

As noted above, GIPA is requesting that the City Council approve a Resolution for a 
request by the City to NDOT for transfer of this parcel. If a resolution is approved 
Administration will request a transfer of the property to the City. Approval of a license 
agreement for placement of the sculpture would not take place until an acceptable license 
agreement is negotiated with GIPA and there is sufficient assurance of funding for future 
project maintenance.

As this matter involves the acquisition of real estate, a public hearing on the matter is 
scheduled.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the resolution.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the resolution.
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