
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, April 28, 2020

Council Session

Item G-7

#2020-107 - Approving Trail Agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of Transportation  

Staff Contact: Todd McCoy, Parks & Recreation Director
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Council  Agenda Memo

From: Todd McCoy, Parks and Recreation Director

Meeting: April 28, 2020

Subject: Nebraska DOT Agreement to Construct Trail Connection 
under Hwy 281

Presenter: Todd McCoy, Parks and Recreation Director

Background

One of the main goals of the Grand Island Bike/Ped Master Plan is to remove or improve 
barriers that discourage people from walking or biking for transportation and recreation. 
The Bike/Ped Master Plan specifically identified Highway 281 as the top pedestrian 
barrier in Grand Island.

Phase one of the master plan recommends a project under Hwy 281 connecting the Stuhr 
Trail to a new privately constructed hospital development trail using an existing bridge 
over a drainage swale.
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The image below illustrates the first phase of recommended projects. The below arrow 
indicates the barrier project under Hwy 281south of town.

The connection under Hwy 281 is valuable because it not only provides access across a 
major pedestrian barrier but is also a critical component of the overall connectivity of the 
network illustrated below.
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The timing of the proposed project is good because of the work currently underway to 
build the new hospital located at the corner of Husker Highway and Hwy 281. Private 
construction of a 10’ trail in conjunction with the hospital development project is nearly 
complete.

Discussion

The first step for completing the Hwy 281 trail connection is to receive approval from the 
Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) to complete the work under Hwy 281. 
An agreement between the NDOT and City of Grand Island is required for the approval.

A future City funded construction project of approximately $20,000 will be the second 
step to connect the existing City trail east of Hwy 281 with the privately constructed trail 
to the west. If approved, Food and Beverage funds will be used for the project.
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Alternatives

The Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. The Council 
may:

1. Approve the application.
2. Take no action on the issue.

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that Council approves the agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of Transportation (NDOT) to construct a trail connection under Highway 
281.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement with NDOT.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
April 24, 2020 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2020-107

WHEREAS, one of the main goals of the Grand Island Bike/Ped Master Plan is to 
remove or improve barriers that discourage people from walking or biking for transportation and 
recreation; and

WHEREAS, the first step for completing the Hwy 281 trail connection is to 
receive approval from the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) to complete work 
under Hwy 281; and

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island and the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation (NDOT) wish to enter into a Trail Agreement to connect the Stuhr Trail to a new 
privately constructed hospital development trail using an existing bridge over a drainage swale; 
and

WHEREAS, future City funding costs will be paid with Food and Beverage 
funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island is hereby 
authorized to sign the attached Trail Agreement between the City of Grand Island and the 
Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT).

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, April 28, 2020.

_______________________________________
Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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