
Library Board
Monday, November 18, 2019

Regular Meeting

Item F4

Discussion of Library Board Governance

Ed Meedel and Steve Fosselman met with City Administrator Jerry Janulewicz and Mayor Roger Steele 
to discuss continued mention of Library Board governance at City Council meetings. Steve has worked 
with the Library Board in the past to understand both Chapter 51 and Chapter 16 models, and it is 
recommended that the Library Board be proactive in any subsequent discussions.

The intended process for this discussion includes three parts:

1) November 2019

(a) Discussion of key difference between Chapter 51 and Chapter 16 models, and how libraries in cities 
of the first class (including Grand Island) are formed under one or the other chapter.

(b) Discussion of two Council meetings in 2012 regarding appointment of department directors. At that 
time the Library's Chapter 51 structure was clearly laid out to all members of Council. Some of the 
members have changed, some remain the same. It’s a good primer that appeared to be satisfactory to 
all Council members at the time. See 6/26/2012 Council Meeting - https://grand-
island.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=400 - click on F-2 Res 9389, with the Library 
mentioned but the resolution approved with potential action on the Library delayed until 7/10/2012. 
See also 7/10/2012 Council Meeting - https://grand-
island.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=407 - click on F-1 Res 9390, with the Library 
receiving more mention but again the existing Chapter 51 structure was clearly laid out. There was a 
concern that the Library Board appoints the Library Director but is not an elected board.  And there 
were questions about who pays the Library Director's salary. The resolution was approved.

2) December 2019

(a) Discussion of information about practices from the 1980’s and earlier showing how the Library and 
City Hall have worked together for many years for the best interests of the citizens of Grand Island.

Grand Island Regular Meeting - 11/18/2019 Page 1 / 10



(b) Information from other Chapter 51 libraries in cities of the first class with attention to similarities in 
their operations and interactions with City Hall.

3. January 2020

(a) Review of past annual report mechanisms and current report to be approved.

(b) Discussion of proposed annual report presentation to Council by Library Board with information 
about board governance as well as operations. 

Staff Contact: Ed Meedel, Steve Fosselman
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Comparing NE Statutes Chapter 51 and Chapter 16 
in Regards to Major Library Service Characteristics

Library (free to inhabitants)

Grand Island

Chapter 16 (no mention of free to inhabitants)
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Hastings

Kearney

Board

Grand Island

Chapter 16-251 – no mention
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Hastings

Kearney

Library Director

Grand Island
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Chapter 16-251

Hastings
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Kearney

Board Policy/Rule Making

Grand Island

Chapter 16-251
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Hastings

Kearney

Expenditures, Budget & Donations

Grand Island
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Chapter 16-251 – no mention

Hastings

Kearney
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Collections Policy

Grand Island - related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Chapter 16-251 – related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Hastings

Kearney - related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Confidentiality of Library Records Policy

Grand Island - related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Chapter 16-251 – related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Hastings- related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Kearney - related to Board Policy/Rule Making section

Sources:
 

http://city.grand-island.com/City_Code/ref_code_index.htm
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/laws-index/chap51-full.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/laws-index/chap16-full.html

https://www.cityofhastings.org/departments/administrative-services/city-code.html
https://library.municode.com/ne/kearney/codes/code_of_ordinances

Report to Grand Island Public Library Board, November 18, 2019
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