
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, October 8, 2019

Council Session

Item E-1

Public Hearing on Acquisition of 3505 West Old Potash Highway 
(Reece Construction Co., Inc.)
Council action will take place under Consent Agenda item G-6.

Staff Contact: John Collins, P.E. -  Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo
From: Keith Kurz PE, Assistant Public Works Director

Meeting: October 8, 2019

Subject: Public Hearing on Acquisition of 3505 West Old Potash 
Highway (Reece Construction Co., Inc.)

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background

Public Works Engineering staff have established a master plan for the Old Potash 
Highway corridor from approximately North Road to Webb Road, including intersections 
to the north and south of Old Potash Highway.  The interaction between the various 
traffic features is complex, making a master plan necessary to ensure that the individual 
components will function together and address various safety issues.  This plan includes 
widening and reconfiguring Old Potash Highway, signal and geometric improvements at 
each intersection, access management throughout the corridor, and improvements to the 
north and south of the Old Potash Highway corridor.  Improvements are needed to allow 
the corridor to safely handle the ever increasing traffic in this area.

To accommodate the widening of Old Potash Highway property acquisition is necessary.  
The existing driveway that serves 3505 West Old Potash Highway is too close to the 
intersection of Old Potash Highway and US Highway 281, and the proposed 
improvements will not allow for this driveway to remain and still provide a safe roadway.

Nebraska State Statutes stipulate that the acquisition of property requires a public hearing 
to be conducted with the acquisition approved by the City Council.

Discussion

Engineering staff of the Public Works Department and the Legal Department have 
worked with the property owner of 3505 West Old Potash Highway, Reece Construction 
Co., Inc., who has agreed to a purchase price of $696,000.00 for the City’s acquisition.  
This purchase will allow for the geometric improvements at the intersection of US 
Highway 281 and Old Potash Highway.

The current business located at 3505 West Old Potash Highway will remain in place until 
late 2020.  The City plans to pay relocation expenses to the affected business upon them 
vacating the property, and will attempt to salvage the land at a later date.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council conduct a Public Hearing and approve 
acquisition of 3505 West Old Potash Highway.

Sample Motion

Move to approve.
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