
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, October 8, 2019

Council Session

Item I-1

#2019-310 - Consideration of Approving Preliminary Concept of 
Densel’s Dream Sculpture at Highway 281 and South Webb Road

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Meeting: October 8, 2019

Subject: Densel’s Dream – Sculpture at U.S. Highway 281 and 
South Webb Road

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz, City Administrator

Background

Grand Island Partnership for the Arts (GIPA) is seeking preliminary approval from the 
City Council for the City’s acquisition of a parcel of land 0.373 acres in size from the 
Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT). If transfer of the property is requested 
and accepted by the City, GIPA would commission and place a sculpture, “Denzel’s 
Dream”, upon the site. An image of the proposed piece and information from the artist is 
attached. The proposed site is located immediately north of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 281 and South Webb Road. If requested by the City, NDOT would convey the 
land to the City for highway beautification purposes with the deed containing use 
limitations.

Discussion

The proposed site is highway right-of-way within the City’s municipal boundaries. As 
such, mowing is currently the responsibility of the city pursuant to an agreement with 
NDOT. When developed by placement of the sculpture, GIPA anticipates the site will 
present no greater maintenance burden to the city than what is currently required, which 
is minimal mowing to road right-of-way standards.

GIPA is requesting that the City Council approve the project concept. Final approval and 
a request for transfer of the site to the City would be considered by council at a later time 
and upon the following conditions:

1. GIPA has secured sufficient funds in cash, grants and pledges all project expenses 
and an endowment fund for future expenses.

2. GIPA and City have executed an acceptable license agreement addressing site 
development, future maintenance, utilities, and related issues.

Grand Island Council Session - 10/8/2019 Page 2 / 11



Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the request.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the resolution.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
October 4, 2019 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2019-310

WHEREAS, Grand Island Partnership for the Arts (GIPA) desires that the City of 
Grand Island make a request to the Nebraska Department of Transportation for a transfer of the 
following real estate to the City for highway beautification purposes, to wit:

A tract of land being part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(SE1/4NE1/4) of Section Twenty-five (25), Township Eleven (11) North, Range 
Ten (10) West of the 6th P.M., Hall County, Nebraska and more particularly 
described as follows:
Commencing at the Northeast Corner of Section 25-11-10, thence on an assumed 
bearing of S01°34ʹ22ʺE along the East line of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4), a 
distance of 1319.09 feet to a point being the East 1/16 corner of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 25-11-10, said point being the point of beginning, 
thence continuing S01°34ʹ22ʺE along said East line of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE1/4) a distance of 549.0 feet to a point of curvature, said point also being the 
easterly right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 281; thence around a curve in a 
clockwise direction, along said easterly right-of-way line, with a delta angle of 
05°14ʹ47ʺ, having a radius of 3019.79 feet, an arc length of 276.51 feet and a 
chord bearing N19°51ʹ28ʺW with a chord distance of 276.42 feet; thence 
N22°22ʹ06ʺW along said easterly right-of-way line, a distance of 305.10 feet; 
thence N88°15ʹ55ʺE a distance of 195.40 feet to the point of beginning.  Said tract 
contains a calculated area of 51,201.23 square feet or 1.175 acres more or less of 
which 0.373 acres are road right of way; 

and

WHEREAS, GIPA is seeking donations, grants and pledges for the 
commissioning, creation, installation, and continued maintenance of an art work entitled 
“Denzel’s Dream” to be installed upon the above-described tract; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires signify its approval of the “Denzel’s Dram” 
project concept with final Council approval contingent upon satisfaction of the following 
conditions:

1. GIPA has secured sufficient funds in cash, grants and pledges to satisfy all project 
expenses and an endowment fund for future expenses.

2. GIPA and City have executed an acceptable license agreement addressing site 
development, future maintenance, utilities, and related issues.
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- 2 -

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, as follows:

1. The project concept “Denzel’s Dream” is approved.  

2. Final project approval and City’s request to NDOT for site transfer will be considered by 
Council upon satisfaction of the following conditions:

a. GIPA has secured sufficient funds in cash, grants and pledges to satisfy all project 
expenses and an endowment fund for future expenses.

b. GIPA and City have executed an acceptable license agreement addressing site 
development, future maintenance, utilities, and related issues.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 8, 2019.

_______________________________________
Roger G. Steele, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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