
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, November 20, 2018

Council Session

Item G-17

#2018-353 - Approving Purchase of New 911 Radio Consoles

Staff Contact: Jon Rosenlund
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Jon Rosenlund, Director of Emergency Management

Meeting: November 20, 2018

Subject: Radio Consoles for New Facility 

Presenter(s): Jon Rosenlund

Background

The 911 Center utilizes a Zetron Radio Console to communicate with local emergency 
agencies. As the completion of the new 911 Center approaches, the Department plans to 
install 5 new dispatcher workstations and will need radio consoles at each workstation, as 
well as backroom equipment for controlling those consoles. Equipment and software for 
this project is quoted at $307,936.30 by Platte Valley Communications, the local and 
sole-source Zetron provider. Payment for this equipment will be made through fund 
balances of the 215 Landline E911 Fund.

Discussion

The Emergency Management Department has 4 Zetron radio consoles operating in the 
911 Center and one Zetron console in the Emergency Operations Center. These consoles 
provide dispatchers access to use the various county radio frequencies to communicate 
with all the local emergency management agencies. We also use the consoles to activate 
sirens and perform various other communications functions.

With the construction of a new 911 Facility at 1210 N. North Road in Grand Island, the 
Department plans to install 5 dispatcher workstations, each will need radio consoles. In 
order to maintain continuity of systems and decrease any drop in service, as well as 
maintain lower operating and maintenance costs, the Department is recommending that 
the same equipment be installed for telephone, radio, mapping and other critical systems 
between the Main and Alternate 911 centers. As such, the Department recommends 
installing 5 new Zetron radio consoles at these new workstations.

Platte Valley Communications, the authorized sole-source Zetron provider in our area, 
has provided a quote for $307,936.30 to install 5 Zetron Radio consoles, all necessary 
backroom controller equipment and related software. Payment for this equipment comes 
from the Landline E911 Fund Balance.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the purchase of the Zetron 
Radio Console Installation for $307,936.30 to Platte Valley Communications.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the purchase of the Zetron Radio Console Installation for $307,936.30 
to Platte Valley Communications.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
November 16, 2018 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2018-353

WHEREAS, the Grand Island Emergency Center operates Zetron Radio Consoles 
to dispatch and communicate with local emergency response agencies as well as activate outdoor 
warning sirens and perform other emergency tasks; and

WHEREAS, the Emergency Management Department is preparing to equip a new 
911 Center at 1210 N. North Road with 5 new emergency 911 workstations, each requiring a 
radio console; and

WHEREAS, maintaining the same equipment for the Main and Alternate 911 
Centers will reduce cost, provide better redundancy, and ensure adequate proficiency of 
personnel; and

WHEREAS, Platte Valley Communications, the sole-source provider of Zetron 
Radio Consoles, has provided a proposal to install all necessary equipment, software and 
hardware for 5 dispatcher consoles for a total of $307,936.30.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, to approve the purchase of the Zetron 
Radio Console Equipment though Platte Valley Communications for a total of $68,000.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, 20, 2018.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
Aaron Schmid, City Clerk Pro Tem
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