
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, February 13, 2018

Council Session

Item F-1

#9675 - Consideration of Amendment to Chapter 24, Article II, 
Section 24-8 of the Grand Island City Code Related to Swimming 
in City Lakes

Staff Contact: Todd McCoy, Parks & Recreation Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Todd McCoy, Parks and Recreation Director

Meeting: February 13, 2018

Subject: Approve City Code Amendment to Allow Swimming in 
City Lakes for Approved Special Events

Presenter(s): Todd McCoy, Parks and Recreation Director

Background

For more than thirty years supervised swimming was offered at L.E. Ray Lake. In 1993 
supervised swimming was eliminated and the area was designated as “swim at your own 
risk.” During that 12 year period a number of drownings occurred and in 2005 all 
swimming was restricted at L.E. Ray Lake with the exception of scuba training.

Discussion

Recently the Grand Island Sports Council requested that City Code be modified so that 
swimming may be allowed in order to host a Triathlon event at L.E. Ray Lake.

The Parks and Recreation Department is not in favor of totally reversing the swimming 
restriction; however, feels that the original intent to the restriction was to forbid 
unsupervised recreational swimming.

Staff recommends modifying Chapter 24 of City Code to allow swimming specifically 
for approved special events only.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue
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Recommendation

City Administration recommends that City Council approve an amendment to City Code 
to allow swimming specifically for approved special events in City lakes.

Sample Motion

Move to approve amending Chapter 24 of the City Code to allow swimming specifically 
for approved special events in City lakes.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 

February 7, 2018 ¤  City Attorney 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 9675 

 

 An ordinance to amend Grand Island City Code Chapter 24, Article II, Section 

24-8 pertaining to swimming in City Lakes; to repeal any ordinance or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith; and to provide for publication and the effective date of this ordinance. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA: 

 SECTION 1.  Chapter 24, Article II, Section 24-8 of the Grand Island City Code 

is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§24-8.  Swimming In City Lakes 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to swim at any hour in Pier Park Lake, L.E. 

Ray Lake, Eagle Scout Park Lake, or any other body of water owned and maintained by 

the City, except that swimming shall be allowed in the municipal pools. 

(2) Scuba diving shall be allowed at L.E. Ray Lake in accordance with Nebraska 

Game and Parks Commission regulations. 

(3) The Parks and Recreation Director shall cause all lakes and bodies of water 

wherein swimming is prohibited to be posted. Such posting shall not be mandatory for 

enforcement of this section if such person has actual or constructive notice of this 

prohibition. 

 (4)  Notwithstanding the provisions of §24-8(1) through (3), swimming at City 

lakes may be permitted for special events when approved by the Mayor and Parks 

Director under conditions and limitations as they may require. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  9675  (Cont.) 

2 
 

Amended by Ordinance No. 8971, effective April 27, 2005 
Amended by Ordinance No.   , effective ------------, 2018. 

 

SECTION 2.  Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith be, and 

hereby are, repealed. 

  SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall be in force and take effect from and after its 

passage and publication as provided by law. 

  Enacted:  February 13, 2018. 

 
 

____________________________________ 
          Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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