
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, August 22, 2017

Council Session

Item G-7

#2017-226 - Approving Small Cell License and Pole Attachment 
Agreement with Verizon Wireless

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Attorney

Meeting: August 22, 2017

Subject: Resolution and Proposed Agreement with Verizon 
Wireless, LLC

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz, City Attorney

Background 

Verizon Wireless, LLC, a limited liability registered to do business in Nebraska, has 
applied for approval to place a wireless antenna facility on a new city light pole located at 
the intersection of East Airport Road and North Shady Bend Road, near the NE National 
Guard Readiness Center and the Nebraska Army Aviation Support Facility. The 
agreement follows the basic format of agreements previously approved by council, which 
allow private attachments to city’s utility poles, with some specific changes to this 
agreement that were the result of negotiations between the Verizon Wireless, LLC and 
city’s legal and utilities departments.

Discussion

The proposed agreement includes a five-year term and provides that its attachments to the 
pole must meet safety and equipment requirements of the Utilities Department. Any 
additional attachments on cities poles will require separate applications from and 
agreements with Verizon Wireless.

Council is advised that the trend in wireless communications is toward smaller antennas, 
sometimes referred to as micro cells and distributed antenna systems, for both data 
backhaul and mobile voice/data services. This trend is fueled by ever-increasing demands 
for wireless access as well as the industry move toward 5G service, which will be needed 
to support new technologies such as autonomous cars and the “internet of things.” Thus, 
pole attachment agreements with Verizon, Mobilitie, and others will become more 
commonplace.
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Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the resolution.

Sample Motion

Move to approve Resolution #2017-226.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
August 18, 2017 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2017-226

WHEREAS,  to improve cellular communications and data transmission in the 

area, Verizon Wireless LLC (“Verizon”) desires to install and maintain an wireless antenna 

facility on a new city light pole located at the intersection of East Airport Road and North Shady 

Bend Road, near the NE National Guard Readiness Center and the Nebraska Army Aviation 

Support Facility; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the proposed five-year license agreement, in 

consideration for a license granting permission for the placement, operation and maintenance of 

wireless facilities, City will receive a pole attachment fee at such amount as set by City 

Ordinance.  Verizon will pay the cost of installing the light pole at the location and will pay for 

electric service at a metered rate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND that the proposed license agreement between the City of 

Grand Island and Verizon Wireless, LLC for placement of a wireless antenna facility on a new 

city light pole located at the intersection of East Airport Road and North Shady Bend Road, near 

the NE National Guard Readiness Center and the Nebraska Army Aviation Support Facility 

should be and the same is hereby approved.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 22, 2017.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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