
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Council Session

Item G-13

#2017-128 - Approving Civic and Community Financing Fund 
Grant Application

Staff Contact: Charley Falmlen
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Charley Falmlen, Community Development 

Meeting: April 25, 2017

Subject: Civic and Community Center Financing Fund Grant 
Application

Presenter(s): Charley Falmlen, Community Development 
Administrator

Background 

The City of Grand Island’s Community Development Division is proposing to submit a 
grant application to the Nebraska Department of Economic Development’s Civic and 
Community Center Financing Fund (CCCFF.). The application will be requesting 
$1,125,000 from the CCCFF to assist in funding the proposed $6.4 million of 
improvements being done to the Veteran’s Sports Complex.

The City of Grand Island submitted a non-binding Letter of Intent to Apply on March 31, 
2017, outlining the basic scope of the project and the project needs.

Funding from the Civic and Community Center Financing Fund requires a 1:1 match, 
50% of the match can be in-kind and at least 50% must be a cash match. Matching dollars 
are available as part of the Food and Beverage tax funding awarded. In order to qualify, 
the project must take place on City owned property.  

Discussion

This complex currently consists of four ball fields and a lake which is surrounded by a 
hike/bike trail. The expansion will add six additional ball fields, picnic areas, additional 
green space, and the City of Grand Island’s very first splash pad. The objective of this 
expansion is to provide a high-quality facility for the residents of Grand Island, but also 
to pull in visitors from across the state of Nebraska, by greatly expanding Grand Island’s 
capacity for hosting baseball and softball tournaments. This project will have vast and 
important impacts on Grand Island’s quality of life, recreation opportunities, and visitor 
revenue.
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Specific design plans for this project are under contract with Olsson & Associates. This 
matter is specifically related to approval of permission to apply for grant funds from the 
Civic and Community Center Financing Fund for $1,125,000 in funding for the project, 
and is not an action item for the project itself. 

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve the grant application 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that Council approves the application for the Civic and 
Community Center Financing Fund Grant and authorize the Mayor to sign all related 
documents.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the pre-application and subsequent full application for the Civic and 
Community Center Financing Fund Grant and authorize the Mayor to sign all related 
documents.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
April 21, 2017 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2017-128

WHEREAS, the  City of Grand Island, Nebraska, will seek the opportunity to 
apply for  a $1,125,000 grant from the Civic and Community Center Financing Fund from the 
State of Nebraska’s Department of Economic Development Department; and

  WHEREAS the City will submit an application for the Veteran’s Sports Complex; 
and

             WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island will submit an application as a result of 
project readiness, signified by the financial understanding of City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island, Nebraska is 
hereby authorized to apply for a $1,125,000 grant request from the Civic and Community Center 
Financing Fund from the State of Nebraska’s Department of Economic Development 
Department; and

The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute documentation on behalf of the City of 
Grand Island for such process. 

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, April 25, 2017.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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