
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Council Session

Item G-13

#2017-57 - Approving Agreement for Engineering Consulting 
Services Related to Transit Needs Assessment and Feasibility 
Study

Staff Contact: John Collins, P.E. - Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 
From: Terry Brown PE, Assistant Public Works Director

Meeting: February 28, 2017

Subject: Approving Agreement for Engineering Consulting 
Services Related to Regional Transit Needs Assessment 
and Feasibility Study

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background

Since the mid-1970s, Hall County, using FTA Section 5311 Rural Transit Funding, 
has provided portal-to-portal services through Senior Citizens Industries, Inc. Over the 
years, this service has evolved into a full-scale, portal-to-portal transit service, 
providing transportation to all residents of Hall County through a combination of 
buses, vans, and discounted cab vouchers.

The City of Grand Island occupies the predominant portion of an area designated as an 
Urbanized Area (UZA) by the Bureau of the Census following the 2010 census. In 
2013, the Grand Island Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (GIAMPO) was 
established to serve as the formal transportation planning body for the greater Grand 
Island metropolitan region. With the “Urbanized” designation, the City of Grand 
Island became the direct recipient to receive FTA Section 5307 Urban Transit 
Funding. The transition period to use 5311 funds in support of public transportation in 
the Grand Island Urbanized Area ended on June 30, 2016.

In July 2016, the City of Grand Island City Council approval an inter-local agreement 
where the City agreed to provide public transit services within Hall County and the 
City of Grand Island through contract services with Senior Citizens Industries, Inc. for 
an initial twelve month term. This contract is funded from 5307 funds, 5311 funds, and 
local matching funding sources via the City of Grand Island and Hall County. The 
5307 funds are for public transit services in the Grand Island Urbanized area in Hall 
County, while the 5311 funds are for services in the rural areas in Hall County.  
Contracted costs for the first year are $638,430.00.

The City of Grand Island will perform a Regional Transit Needs Assessment and 
Feasibility Study in order to plan public transportation services in the future as a result 
of moving from a designated rural to urban community.  This study is identified in 
GIAMPO’s state fiscal year 2017 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). The 
UPWP budgeted $155,000 for a Regional Transit Needs Assessment and Feasibility 
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Study, which is funded from 5307 funds, 5305 funds, and local matching funding 
sources via the City of Grand Island.

On October 15, 2016 the Engineering Division of the Public Works Department 
advertised for Engineering Services for Regional Transit Needs Assessment and 
Feasibility Study, with thirty-four (34) potential respondents.

Discussion

Four (4) engineering firms submitted qualifications for the engineering services for 
Regional Transit Needs Assessment and Feasibility Study. Olsson Associates, Inc. of 
Omaha, Nebraska was selected as the top engineering firm based on the pre-approved 
selection criteria.

 Project understanding and approach                              …. 35%
 Firm experience and qualifications on similar work …. 35%
 Clarity of qualifications submittal, technical soundness, and 

enhancements to general scope of work outline in this Request for 
Qualifications …. 10%

 Past performance on contracts with government agencies …. 10%
 Capacity to accomplish the work in the required time …. 10%

Compensation for Olsson Associates, Inc. services will be a fixed-fee-for-profit of 
$13,514.00 with a maximum amount of $142,501.00 for actual cost, resulting in a total 
agreement amount of $156,015.00.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement with Olsson 
Associates, Inc. of Omaha, Nebraska, in the amount of $156,015.00.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the resolution.
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Purchasing Division of Legal Department
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

  
Stacy Nonhof, Purchasing Agent

Working Together for a
                    Better Tomorrow, Today

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION
FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR

TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

RFP DUE DATE: November 17, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.

DEPARTMENT: Public Works

PUBLICATION DATE: October 15, 2016

NO. POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 34

SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS RECEIVED

Olsson Associates SRF Consulting Group, Inc.
Omaha, NE Omaha, NE

Felsburg Holt & Ullevig Wilson & Company
Centennial, CO Omaha, NE

cc: John Collins, Public Works Director Catrina DeLosh, PW Admin. Assist.
Marlan Ferguson, City Administrator Renae Griffiths, Finance Director
Stacy Nonhof, Purchasing Agent Allan Zafft, MPO Program Manager

P1911
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
March 10, 2017 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2017-57

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2016 the Engineering Division of the Public Works 
Department advertised for engineering services for Regional Transit Needs Assessment and 
Feasibility Study; and

WHEREAS, on November 17, 2016 four (4) engineering firms submitted 
qualifications for such services; and

WHEREAS, based on the pre-approved selection criteria Olsson Associates, Inc. 
of Omaha, Nebraska was selected as the top engineering firm; and

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island and Olsson Associates, Inc. of Omaha, 
Nebraska wish to enter into an Engineering Services Agreement to provide engineering 
consulting services for such project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Engineering Services Agreement 
between the City of Grand Island and Olsson Associates, Inc. of Omaha, Nebraska for 
engineering services related to Transit Needs Assessment and Feasibility Study, in the total 
amount of $156,015.00 is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 28, 2017.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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