
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Council Session

Item I-8

#2017-44 - Consideration of Approving Agreement with the 
Central Nebraska Humane Society

Staff Contact: Jerry Janulewicz
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Council Agenda Memo
From: Jerry Janulewicz, City Attorney

Meeting: February 14, 2017

Subject: Animal Control Agreement with the Central Nebraska Humane 
Society

Presenter(s): Jerry Janulewicz, City Attorney

Background

The City of Grand Island and Central Nebraska Humane Society (CNHS) previously 
entered into an agreement for CNHS to provide Animal Control and Pet Licensing 
services for the City. By its terms, this agreement expired at midnight on October 31, 
2016. On October 25, 2016, Council approved a proposed agreement for animal control 
services with CNHS for a one-year term, with automatic annual renewals unless either 
party gave notice on non-renewal. However, the agreement approved by Council on 
October 25 was not approved by the CNHS Board of Directors. Following notice that 
CNHS did not approve the agreement, City’s legal staff engaged in negotiations with 
CNHS, represented by its Director and a lawyer-board member, resulting in the 
agreement now before Council.

The proposed agreement does not change the basic structure of the agreement approved 
by Council in October. The services provided and the consideration for those services 
remain the same. During negotiations, changes were made throughout the agreement 
previously approved by Council. The majority of those changes were of a grammatical or 
stylistic nature. Substantive changes include:

 Provide a mechanism for changes in office hours and approval of changes by the 
City;

 Substitute quarterly activity reports to the City in place of annual reports;
 Change observed holidays by deleting Labor Day and Veterans Day and adding 

Easter Sunday;
 Delete requirement that CNHS provide the City with copies of complaints it 

receives;
 Revise references to Central District Health Department to conform to current 

sharing of information between CNHS and the health department;
 Additional insurance requirements;
 Provide for the City’s obligation to maintain, to the extent provided by law, the 

confidentiality of CNHS’ annual audit;
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 Expressly state that animal control officers are employees of CNHS, which is 
responsible for providing proper training of its employees;

 Provide for mutual indemnification obligation of the parties; and
 Provide express language to the effect that CNHS, in performing its duties under 

the agreement, is performing traditional governmental functions.

Historically, the agreements between the City and CNHS required CNHS’s policies be 
attached to the agreement as exhibits. CNHS’s board and administration were concerned 
the exhibits attached to the prior agreements were poorly written and did not accurately 
express current policies and procedures. The process of updating its written policies and 
procedures appears to have been the cause for some of the delay in finalizing negotiations 
of the currently proposed agreement. CNHS’s recently revised policies and procedures 
are attachments to the agreement.

Discussion

City Administration and CNHS have reached a mutual agreement, subject to Council 
approval.  CNHS will continue to provide Animal Control services for the City.

The proposed agreement is a yearly agreement with automatic renewals, but may be 
terminated by either party upon 90 days’ notice. The agreement price is a flat fee of 
$370,000.00 paid in monthly payments. CNHS will continue to enforce City Code as it 
pertains to animals. CNHS will continue to license pets, but the City will be responsible 
for distributing licenses to and collecting license fees from area veterinarians.

As was provided in the agreement approved by Council in October 2016, CNHS will 
provide two animal control officers employed full-time along with one vehicle. The 
Priority One calls remain modified to reduce the number of after-hours call-outs.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Move to deny 

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement with the 
Central Nebraska Humane Society.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the agreement with the Central Nebraska Humane Society.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
February 10, 2017 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2017-44

WHEREAS, City issued a Request for Proposals for animal control services; and

WHEREAS, Central Nebraska Humane Society provided the only proposal 
received by the City in response to its Request for Proposals; and

WHEREAS, City and Central Nebraska Humane Society entered into negotiations 
for the provision of animal control services provided within the boundaries of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the agreement between the City of 
Grand Island and Central Nebraska Humane Society, having an effective date of November 1, 
2016, should be and the same hereby is approved.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 14, 2017.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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