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Agenda Item # 9

PLANNING DIRECTOR MEMO TO REGIONAL PLANNING
October 24, 2017

SUBJECT: Rezoning at Meadow Lane Subdivision west of Shady Bend Road and north of U.S. 
Highway 34.

The Grand Island City Council considered this item at its meeting on September 26, 2017.  Council held a 
public hearing and considered testimony from those present and considered the recommendation of the 
planning commission from its meeting on September 6, 2017.  

At the September planning commission meeting, the Regional Planning Commission was unable to pass 
a vote recommending that council either approve or deny the request to rezone.  A motion to recommend 
approval of the rezoning failed with a vote of 6 members in favor and 6 members opposed.  A motion to 
recommend denial of the rezoning also failed with a vote of 3 members in favor and 9 members opposed.  
At the time, discussion was held about the recommendation and a question came up about retaking a 
vote.  It was determined that action had been taken on both motions that could be offered on the subject 
and that the item would be sent forward to council with a recommendation of no recommendation.

Council held its own public hearing and considered the testimony of those in attendance and decided that 
it would be in the best interest of all concerned to send the item back to the planning commission for 
further discussion and a possible recommendation.  The applicant presented a plan to create small 
detention cells at the north end of the commercial lots.  The fill from these would be used to build pad 
sites for the residential and commercial development.  While the cells would be shallow, they would 
provide both storage for water and a buffer between the highway-fronted commercial development and 
the residential development along Goldenrod Drive at the north end of the development.

Planning commission will hold a new public hearing on this topic to gather additional information and can 
consider the information presented to Council at its hearing on September 26.  If you wish to view the 
Council hearing and discussion you can follow this link  http://grand-
island.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=904 and select agenda items E2 for the hearing 
and F-2 for the rezoning.

#9654 - Consideration of Request to Rezone Part of Lot 1 and all of Lot 2 of 
Proposed Meadow Lane Seventh Subdivision between Highway 34 and 
Goldenrod Drive and West of Shady Bend Road from LLR Large Lot Residential 
to B-2 General Business (Niedfelt Property Management, LLC)

This item was related to the aforementioned Public Hearing.

Motion by Haase, second by Stelk to refer Ordinance #9654 back to the Planning 
Commission.

A lengthy discussion was held regarding a solution to the drainage problem on the north 
side of this property. Also mentioned were traffic problems and no turning lanes on 
Highway 34.
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Discussion was also held regarding stipulations on the zoning change. Mr. Nabity said 
the Planning Commission could not negotiate zoning changes but a majority of the issues 
regarding drainage related to maintenance. The drainage plan could be a part of the 
subdivision agreement.

Motion by Stelk, second by Jones to amend the motion to have the Planning Commission 
review the drainage problems and make recommendations to the Council. Upon roll call 
vote, Councilmembers Steele, Fitzke, Hehnke, Haase, Jones, and Stelk voted aye. 
Councilmembers Minton, Donaldson, and Nickerson voted no. Motion adopted.

The proposed access easement on the south side of the property was mentioned. Christie 
DePoorter stated they had originally planned this property as large lot residential but 
were looking at the best possible use of this property and drainage control. Steve 
Spaulding commented on concerns of retention cells and mitigating water problems on 
this property. Ray Dooley commented on water coming down on Highway 34.

Upon roll call vote of the main motion, Councilmembers Steele, Fitzke, Donaldson, 
Hehnke, Haase, Jones, Stelk, and Nickerson voted aye. Councilmember Minton voted 
no. Motion adopted.

Based on the referral back to the planning commission this item needs to be reconsidered.  The planning 
commission can consider recommending approval or denial as submitted or alternately can make 
recommendations to the developer regarding actions that could be taken to make the application 
acceptable.  This application has already been modified from the original application to minimize the 
impact on the residential neighborhood and the developer has suggested additional modifications to the 
property that they would be willing to undertake as part of this development.

____________________ Chad Nabity AICP, Planning Director
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