
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Council Session

Item G-11

#2016-302 - Approving Award of Sanitary Sewer Collection System 
Mobile Flow Meters for the Wastewater Division of the Public 
Works Department

Staff Contact: John Collins, P.E. - Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo
From: Marvin Strong PE, Wastewater Treatment Plant Engineer

Meeting: December 13, 2016

Subject: Approving Award of Sanitary Sewer Collection System 
Mobile Flow Meters for the Wastewater Division of the 
Public Works Department

Presenter(s): John Collins PE, Public Works Director

Background

The Grand Island Sanitary Sewer Collection System receives excessive amounts of storm 
water during rain events and snow melts. The storm water is better known as I & I, or 
infiltration and inflow. Excessive I & I can reduce the capacity available in the sanitary 
sewer system to convey sewage, resulting in sewage overflowing at sanitary sewer 
manholes (SSOs – sanitary sewer overflow) which can generate fines and back sewage 
up into homes during peak flows. Excessive I & I can also increase pumping and 
treatment costs, as well as the capital costs associated with installing new sanitary sewers 
(larger pipes, pumps and/or tanks or additional wastewater treatment facilities).

On February 9, 2016, via Resolution No. 2016-27, City Council approved the purchase of 
four (4) Teledyne Isco Signature sanitary sewer flow meters in the total amount of 
$65067.374 from the Minnesota State bid list vendor, gpm of Blair, Nebraska. These 
meters have been installed permanently in their locations.

Discussion

Wastewater Division staff would like to acquire three (3) mobile flow meters, which will 
allow for further reduction of I & I, identification of chloride amounts, and measure flows 
within the collection system. The mobility of these meters will enable data to be gathered 
as needed in various locations of the City without having to purchase a meter for each 
location/instance.

The Teledyne Isco Signature sanitary sewer flow meters that were purchased in February 
of this year have proven to be a good addition and work well in our system, therefore it is 
requested the same brand of meter be purchased for the mobile meters. These flow meters 
are manufactured in Nebraska; are considered one of the best flow meters available 
today; and appear on the Minnesota State bid list, which the City is a member of. The 
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cost for three (3) mobile flow meters is $19,802.00, which includes software, licensing, 
battery holders, installation pole, mounting rings, maintenance kit, and freight.  The quote 
is attached for further review.

There are sufficient funds for this purchase in Account No. 53030055-85213-53009.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the purchase of three (3) 
mobile Teledyne Isco Signature Flow Meters from gpm of Blair, Nebraska in the total 
amount of $19,802.00.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the resolution.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
December 9, 2016 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2016-302

WHEREAS, the Wastewater Division of the Public Works Department for the 
City of Grand Island, budgeted for mobile sanitary sewer flow meters in the 2016/2017 fiscal 
year; and

WHEREAS, said flow meters, Teledyne Isco Signature brand, can be obtained 
from the Minnesota State bid list, which the City is a member of; and

WHEREAS, purchasing such flow meters from the Minnesota State bid list meets 
all statutory bidding requirements; and

WHEREAS, the funding for these sanitary sewer flow meters is provided in the 
2016/2017 budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the purchase of three (3) Teledyne 
Isco Signature mobile sanitary sewer flow meters in the total amount of $19,02.00 from the 
Minnesota State bid list vendor, gpm of Blair, Nebraska, is hereby approved.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, December 13, 2016.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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