
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Council Session

Item E-1

Public Hearing on Request from Franco Entertainment, LLC dba 
The Brick House, 115-117 West 3rd Street for a Class “I” Liquor 
License
Council action will take place under Resolutions item I-1.

Staff Contact: RaNae Edwards
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Meeting: September 27, 2016

Subject: Public Hearing on Request from Franco Entertainment, 
LLC dba The Brick House, 115-117 West 3rd Street for a 
Class “I” Liquor License

Presenter(s): RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 

Background

Section 4-2 of the Grand Island City Code declares the intent of the City Council 
regarding liquor licenses and the sale of alcohol.

Declared Legislative Intent
It is hereby declared to be the intent and purpose of the city council in adopting 
and administering the provisions of this chapter:

(A) To express the community sentiment that the control of availability of alcoholic 
liquor to the public in general and to minors in particular promotes the public 
health, safety, and welfare;

(B) To encourage temperance in the consumption of alcoholic liquor by sound and 
careful control and regulation of the sale and distribution thereof; and

(C) To ensure that the number of retail outlets and the manner in which they are 
operated is such that they can be adequately policed by local law enforcement 
agencies so that the abuse of alcohol and the occurrence of alcohol-related crimes 
and offenses is kept to a minimum.

Discussion

Franco Entertainment, LLC dba The Brick House, 1115-117 West 3rd Street has 
submitted an application for a Class “I” Liquor License. A Class “I” Liquor License 
allows for the sale of alcohol on sale inside the corporate limits of the city.

City Council action is required and forwarded to the Nebraska Liquor Control 
Commission for issuance of all licenses. This application has been reviewed by the Clerk, 
Building, Fire, Health, and Police Departments.
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Also submitted with the application was a request from Maria Garcia, 644 East Meves for 
a Liquor Manager Designation.

On April 26, 2016, the City Council voted 6-3 to deny the request from Azteca Market, 
LLC dba The Brick House, 115-117 West 3rd Street for a Class “I” Liquor License based 
on Nebraska State Statutes 53-125 (2) & (13b); 53-132 (2a), (2b), & (2c); and 010.01 
NCLL’s Rules and Regulations.

On July 6, 2016 the matter was heard before the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission. 
The matter was continued to allow Maria Garcia to be present and present a plan for 
operation. On August 9, 2016 the matter was heard again by the Nebraska Liquor Control 
Commission. After testimony the Commission voted to deny the liquor license. (See 
attached Order.)

On August 31, 2016 a letter was sent to Ms. Garcia notifying her of the September 27, 
2016 hearing date and the requirement for her to contact the Building Department, Fire 
Department, and Health Department for inspections and interviews two weeks prior to 
the hearing. Failure to request inspections and/or complete interviews would result in a 
recommendation of denial from the staff to the City Council. No inspections have been 
requested to date; therefore staff recommends denial of this request.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may:

1. Approve the application.
2. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with no 

recommendation.
3. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with recommendations.
4. Deny the application.

Recommendation

Based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission’s criteria for the approval of Liquor 
Licenses, City Administration recommends that the Council deny this application.

Sample Motion

Move to deny the application for Franco Entertainment, LLC dba The Brick House, 115-
117 West 3rd Street for a Class “I” Liquor License and Manager Designation for Maria 
Garcia, 644 East Meves based on failure to request inspections and/or complete 
interviews.
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Working Together for a
Better Tomorrow. Today.

City Hall  ●  100 East First Street  ●  Box 1968  ●  Grand Island, Nebraska 68802-1968
(308)385-8888, Ext.  888  ●  FAX: 385-8888  ●  Emergency: 385-5000

Fire Department

Fire Report:

Re: 115 W. 3rd St.   -  The Brick House

In April of 2015, a routine inspection of the building was conducted and it was determined that the 
building was not safe for occupancy under the current conditions.  Owners were conducting “parties” in 
building and this activity was ordered to be stopped.

A couple weeks later it was discovered construction remodel work was being conducted but no 
application was submitted nor was a permit issued.

In July of 2015 a permit was issued.  Within the time frame from July thru the rest of the year, the 
remodel was either postponed or abandoned.

I have attached the list of identified fire code violations of an inspection report mailed out on the 9th of 
August, 2016 after an application for a liquor license was denied by the Liquor Commission.  I have not 
been contacted since, however I did contact Francisco by phone on the 15 of Sept. 2016 informing him 
he needed to address these issues and that he needed to come in to discuss them.

Among a number of violations, the one issue that certainly needs to be addressed for the building to be 
issued an occupancy permit is the question of occupant load.  The original plans submitted in July of 
2015 are not representative of the current actual setup.  The concern is that the occupant load may have 
significantly increased so that an automatic sprinkler system is required.

_____________________________
Fred Hotz, Fire Prevention Division Chief
City of Grand Island Fire Department
100 East 1st Street
Grand Island, NE  68801
office (308) 385-5444  ext. 228
fax#    (308) 385-5423
fhotz@grand-island.com

5444 220 5423
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