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Item -2

Presentation on Cemetery Planning

Staff Contact: Todd McCoy, Parks & Recreation Director
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Grand Island Cemetery – Brief History 

The Cemetery was started in the 1860s with 20 acres south of 

Stolley Park Road – privately owned. 

The City began cemetery operations in 1897 when Council 

approved the acquisition of the private cemetery.  At the same 

time Council approved the “new” cemetery to the north of 

Stolley Park Road.    
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Foreseeing future needs, in June of 2000 City Council 

authorized the acquisition of 22 acres of land just 

north of the cemetery formerly known as the Webb 

Sale Barn.     

The property was purchased with the Cemetery 

Reserve Fund for $345,000.    

Resolution 2000-307 states ‘that the property will be 

used for athletic fields until such time as it is needed 

for cemetery use.’    
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Total Lots Available 
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Percentage of Traditional & Ash Burials  
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Short Term Ideas 

Construct columbarium system  

Estimated construction cost is  

about $15,000 per 50 niche unit 

  
 Request that City Council change 

City Ordinance requiring flat 

markers in Section J. Allowing 

upright headstones would not 

increase the total available spaces, 

but would increase selection.   

Another alternative is to discount 

the price of the flat marker section. 
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http://www.granitetombstone.com/Monuments_Columbarium.html


OPTIONS 

Develop Webb Road property 

 Pros: Close proximity – efficient use of staff and supplies 

 Cons: Eventual loss of athletic fields 

Acquire alternate cemetery expansion location 
 Pros: Keep athletic fields 

 Cons: Repay cemetery trust fund and acquire land 

  Likely increased operational cost to manage remote site 

Do not expand the cemetery operation 
 Pros: Keep athletic fields 

 Cons: Repay cemetery trust fund 

  New cemetery lot sales will eventually conclude 
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On January 28, 2014 the hiring of a consulting firm to 

complete a cemetery master plan was put on hold. 

The recommendation is to continue down that path in 

order to have a professional analysis and provide 

strategic direction.  

Evaluate current cemetery and operations 

Alternate site recommendations 

Phased cemetery master plan including 

construction cost estimates  
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