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PLANNING DIRECTOR RECOMMENDATION TO REGIONAL PLANNING 
COMMISSION: 
August 5, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  
 
Concerning amendments to the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Grand Island 
and its 2 mile extra-territorial jurisdiction.  Amendments to be considered 
pertain to §36-96 Off-Street Parking Requirements (C-21-2009GI)   
 
PROPOSAL: 
 
The changes proposed here were suggest by City of Grand Island Staff in 
response to the relocation of the Nebraska State Fair to Fonner Park.  While 
these changes will address issues that will arise during the State Fair they also 
address issues for similar events at other locations in the city and its 2 mile ETJ. 
All areas with changes are highlighted.  Additions are Italicized and underlined 
and deletions are in strike out. 
 
§36-96.  Off-Street Parking Requirements  
  (A) Purposes: 

  (1) It is the intent of this section that all buildings and uses shall provide off-street parking and 
loading facilities in a minimum amount as required herein to meet the needs of such buildings and uses 
on private property and under the same ownership as such buildings or uses. The accommodations may 
consist of lots, garages, or other buildings, and accessories; they may be surface facilities or facilities 
above or under the ground. 
  (2) It is the further intent of this section that all off-street parking and loading spaces and facilities 
shall be sited and built according to the requirements contained in this section, and shall require an 
application for and issuance of a building permit pursuant to §8-22. 

  (B) Application. Each building or use hereafter constructed, and each addition to or altered building or use 
shall be provided with off-street parking and loading spaces as required herein. Each off-street parking 
space or loading facility and space hereafter constructed, upon proper application and permit being granted 
shall be sited and constructed pursuant to the requirements of this section. No application for a building 
permit for such building, addition, alteration, or use shall be approved unless accompanied by a plot plan 
showing the location and amount of off-street parking and loading spaces as required herein for the existing 
or proposed building or use and including all such additions or alterations. No occupancy or use permit 
shall be issued unless the required parking and loading facilities shall have been provided in accordance 
with the approved plot plan. Requirements shall be applicable to all zones and districts but not to include 
the following business districts  or tracts of land as identified below : 

  (1) Central Business District as identified and described in Chapter 13 of this code as the Downtown 
Improvement and Parking District No. 1. 
  (2) Fourth Street Business District. Beginning at the intersection of Eddy Street and the alley in the 
block between Fourth and Fifth Streets; thence easterly on the alley to the intersection of the alley with 
Sycamore Street; thence southerly on Sycamore Street to 100 feet south of the south right-of-way line 
of North Front Street; thence westerly on the aforesaid line to its intersection with Eddy Street; thence 
northerly on Eddy Street to the point of beginning. 



 

 

(3)  tracts of land ten acres or more used for seasonal events(1 event every 3 months)  of not more than 
14 consecutive days in duration and a minimum of 14 days between events.. 

 
 
OVERVIEW: 
 
Fonner Park appears to have sufficient hard surface parking to accommodate the 
existing buildings and the new buildings to be placed on site for the State Fair.  
Areas that have improved parking will be used for the Midway, food vendors and 
possibly display areas during the State Fair.  These areas will not be available for 
parking during the fair.  The current regulations do not make any provisions for 
parking on unimproved surfaces.  These proposed changes would allow Fonner 
Park and others such as the Heartland Shooting Park, Grand Island Airport and 
even Stuhr Museum to use unimproved parking for seasonal events lasting not 
longer than 14 days.   
 
As long as these events are temporary in nature and seasonal they are unlikely 
to create regular and significant issues with dust.  It is not the intent of this 
change to permit the development of parking areas with gravel, crushed rock, 
asphalt millings or other non-dust free surfaces. 
 
If the parking were required to be improved it would increase the likelihood of 
drainage problems in the area as paved surfaces shed more water and shed 
water faster than unpaved surfaces.  For events that are held regularly it is 
appropriate to find some other means of handling the drainage; for events that 
are sporadic or seasonal it is more appropriate to allow grassed areas that will 
not shed water quickly. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Regional Planning Commission recommend that the Grand Island 
City Council approve the changes to the Grand Island Code §36-96 Off-
Street Parking Requirements as suggested by staff. 
 
 
 
___________________ Chad Nabity AICP, Planning Director 
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